OFFICIAL And APPROVED MINUTES
BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING
July 7, 2016

-

7:00 p.m.

1. The President calls the meeting to order.
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.
3. President offers a non-denominational prayer.
ROLL CALL
Barb Zerfoss
Thomas Fisher
John Harding, Jr.
Eric Glotfelty
Charles Rhodes
Roger Clarke
President Brett Custer
Mayor Joseph Krause

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Also in attendance were:
Thomas Jones, Borough Executive Secretary
Bradley Allison, Borough Solicitor
Members of the public:
See Attached Roster
President Custer’s Remarks:
I believe most of you are aware of an Auditor’s Letter that has been submitted by the Borough
Auditors in conjunction with their 2015 Annual Audit and Financial Report. Before we continue
with the meeting, I will entertain a motion by Council acknowledging receipt of this letter.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Thomas Fisher to acknowledge receipt of the auditor’s letter
on the Borough of Berlin’s 2015 Annual Audit and Financial Report.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

There has been much public discussion, speculation, and conclusions drawn about the Auditor’s
Letter prior to the Council’s receipt, review or discussion. For that reason I think it is
appropriate to review the letter at this time. Borough Secretary Jones has requested to present
the letter and information he has gathered about it. Mr. Jones you may address Council.

Review of 2015 Auditor’s Letter:
Borough Secretary Jones makes a presentation on the 2015 Auditor’s Letter:
“Treasurer Cindy Flamm was given an auditor’s letter by auditor William Johnston and he
recommended the solicitor review it. She gave it to Mr. Metzgar and he called President Custer
to make him aware of the letter and that the auditor recommended the solicitor review it.
President Custer directed Mr. Metzgar to forward it to Solicitor Brad Allison and this was done
on April 1st. The letter was not distributed to Council members or anyone else at this time due to
the legal review by the solicitor. Mr. Metzgar told me on Friday May 20th that a letter from the
borough auditors was under review by the borough solicitor and I would have to address it when
it is released by the solicitor. On May 6, Council member Barb Zerfoss filed a Right to Know
request to receive a copy of the letter and at the end of the day on Thursday June 9th Ms. Flamm,
the Open Records Officer, released a copy to Ms. Zerfoss per instructions from the solicitor. Prior
to the letter being distributed to Council members, it was posted on social media and may have
been circulated in the community. I was instructed by the solicitor on Friday, the next day, to
distribute a copy to all council members and to advise them the contents of the letter was still
under review by him. The next week the Borough received 10 pages of right to know requests
that contained 22 different requests, a complaint that had been filed with the State Attorney
General’s Office was received by the Borough, and on June 18th the Daily American published a
story focusing on the letter. Due to the sensitivity of some of the contents in the audit letter and
conclusions, allegations, and concerns being raised by some members of the community, I started
reviewing Borough records and researching information pertaining to the items in the letter. Mr.
Clarke you are quoted in the Daily American article that “I think each point of the audit needs
gone over and taken care of.” And Ms. Zerfoss you are quoted “I’m tired of secrecy. We need
transparency.” (End of quotes). When I have finished presenting the letter and the information I
have accumulated during my more than 100 hours of research and review, I believe both of your
statements and requests will be satisfied.”
“From my many years of professional accounting and auditing in the private sector, I am very
familiar with auditors and the audit process from both sides of the audit desk. However, I wasn’t
sure if the same principles applied in the public sector. I needed to know what the role of a
borough auditor is. Published by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the 2014 Edition of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, Title 8, better known as the Borough Code, contains the
statutory and constitutional provisions governing the existence and procedures of boroughs and
incorporated towns. Subchapter C – Auditors, Section 1059.1 sets forth the auditors role and the
reports required to be published. The Pennsylvania Department of Commerce and Economic
Development (DCED) published an Auditor’s Guide (copyright 2011) that outlines work to be
performed and gives direction and purpose to elected auditors and outlines the scope of work.
Each year, auditors must prepare a report containing an audit of the accounts of the last fiscal
year. It must show a complete statement of the financial condition of the borough, including
details of indebtedness, value of taxable property and a listing of the assets of the borough. The
DCED provides uniform forms for the report as mandated by law and copies of the report must
be filed with the borough secretary, clerk of the court of common pleas and the DCED and it
must be published in at least one newspaper. The Auditor’s Guide states that “Elected auditors
are unable to compel installation of adequate accounting methods where they are lacking.
We suggest that the elected auditor take an advisory role in the improvement of municipal
financial procedures as deemed appropriate. The elected auditors should, however, be
reasonably certain that their position is valid since they can at times be personally responsible
for the results of their work and recommendations. Any recommendations for operating

improvements should therefore be properly developed and checked with knowledgeable
municipal personnel prior to making them public.
Recommendations and related findings should include:
1. An explanation of the problem that exists.
2. The reason that the existing condition has a negative effect on the operation of the
municipality.
3. The reason for the condition existing. This may include explanations provided by the
municipality.
4. A discussion of the solutions good business practice, laws, regulations.
5. Recommendation for operating improvements. It is suggested that any findings and
recommendations be submitted in a separate management letter accompanying the Annual
Audit and Financial Report.
This letter should be addressed to the same parties as the report, should indicate its purpose,
and should reference the Annual Audit and Financial Report.”
“This information from the Borough Code and the DCED’s Auditor’s Guide, in summary, tells
us that an auditor is to audit the books and records of a borough, gives the forms that the audit
and financial reports are to be reported on, and sets forth the format of a separate management
(or audit) letter with recommendations for operating improvements. However, it also states that
an auditor cannot compel the installation of the recommendations; that is left to the discretion of
the borough council. A review of audit letters from the years 2010, 2013, and 2014 show that
they are very different in form, format, and content than the 2015 audit letter. The 2015 letter is
not addressed to anyone, it does not state the purpose of the letter (whether these are
recommendations or statement of fact), it gives directives on policy and procedures, there is not a
statement on wrong doing or material deficiencies, and there is no handwritten signature on the
report. This type of letter is not in accordance with DCED guidelines and seems somewhat
odd.”
“After gathering information on each topic in the auditor’s letter, I requested a meeting with the
auditors to discuss it. William Johnston and I met on June 27 for more than an hour. I asked that
he attend tonight’s meeting but he had a prior commitment. He emailed me the following and
asked that I read it aloud: “Tom, Thank you for our meeting. As I will not be available for the
meeting of borough council would you please read this email at their meeting. As I stated when
we met to discuss the Audit Letter, this letter is only an opinion of the auditor’s of the records for
the period audited. This is done every year and is given to the council members for their review
and discussion at their meeting. The audit is performed to review the records for the year of the
audit. The Audit Letter did not find any wrong doing. The audit is to assist the council in the
performance of their duties. It is entirely up to the council to approve any of the audit
recommendations. All items in the audit letter were only recommendations. Thank you for your
time and explanation of the opinions addressed in our audit review. Sincerely, Boro Auditor’s”
“Mr. Johnston emphasized to me that the letter was only his opinion and were recommendations
only. It was never intended for the public and the council could act on them as they wished. In
another email from him he stated that he drafted the letter and that a council member was asking
him about the overtime and the generator voting process.”
Audit Letter information:
1) Executive Secretary Overtime – the secretary was appointed by Borough Council April 4,
2014 with a compensation package that provided for compensation to be paid for after
work hours on a time and one half basis, or at the option of the employee, comp time on a
time and a half basis; On May 7, Council approved by a 7-0 vote to have all borough
overtime approved by the finance chair as part of his weekly bill approval process; A
review of a payroll summary for the Secretary for all of 2015 indicated that overtime pay
was

$11,049.63 and total compensation was $51,395.87 – overtime is 21.5% of total
compensation not 33% as stated in the Audit Letter. The finance chair approved all
overtime after May 7, 2015. So how is this overtime compensation excessive?
#2 & #6) Aged Receivables – all of the aged receivables are on the books and no amount
or accounts have ever been written off. Of the $106,000, approximately $65,000 is an
accumulation of unpaid/uncollectible receivables dating from 1989-2011 and the balance
of $41,000 is an accumulation of unpaid/uncollectible receivables dating from 20122015. There are separate excel spreadsheets where this information is maintained. The
$65,000 of receivables from prior to 2012 were not loaded into the new billing system
that was implemented in June, 2015 so as not to congest the data files with old
information. These excel spread sheets are checked when a resident opens a new account
to see if they have an unpaid balance. Approximately $2,000 of the old balances has
been collected in 2016. There is a security deposit policy in place for electricity - $400
deposit is required, which is retained by the Borough, for any tenant until the account is
closed and full payment is received. The $400 deposit for home owners is retained until
12 consecutive months of bills have been paid on time and it is then credited to the
customer’ account. There has been discussion from time to time by the Council to have
the property owner be responsible for tenant accounts but it has never been approved.
The treasurer and clerk, along with representatives from Munilink, verified that all
information from the old billing system was imported correctly into the new billing
system. The accounts receivable includes billings for the electricity, water, sewer, and
garbage. The total invoiced is approximately $3,400,000 per year, or $13,000,000.00 for
the years from 2012-2016. The $41,000 total of aged uncollected receivables represents
less than 3/10’s of 1% of the total amount billed. This would be considered by most
anyone that extends credit to be an exceptionally low amount of uncollectibles.
3)

Purchased Power Adjustment (PPA) – a timeline of electricity rates and PPA rates is
presented. The Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (Title 8, Boroughs and Incorporated
Towns, Section 24A03, paragraph (a) (2), in addition to exercising its general powers,
gives specific power to boroughs “to regulate the use of and the charge for electricity
furnished by the borough…..to fix, establish, maintain, and collect……rates, fees, rental
or other charges…… for the sale or transmission of electric energy and power as it
deems necessary, proper, desirable and reasonable.” There is no specific mention of a
PPA. Generally a PPA is an amount per kilowatt hour to be added to or subtracted from
customers’ billing each billing period so that increases or decreases in costs of purchased
power, fuel, lube oil, other costs of generated power, and other costs deemed
appropriate by the Borough, will be collected or credited. The PPA is just another
name for a rate, fee, rental or other charge. Municipal electric systems are not regulated
by the Public Utility Commission (PUC). Base rates for the Berlin electric system have
not been changed since July 10, 2008, even though transmission costs have skyrocketed
from less than 3% of the Borough’s purchased power costs in 2005 to more than 32% in
2015. For the time period from February, 2014 thru June, 2016 even with the $0.01 per
kilowatt hour PPA in place, the Borough has a deficit of more than $66,000 in
uncollected purchased power costs, not a surplus of $281,000. These transmission
charges continue to be assessed to the Borough each month. Therefore it does not seem
appropriate for any refund be made to any customer. Per information provided by the
Pennsylvania Municipal Electric Association (PMEA) the Borough of Berlin has had the
lowest electricity rate of the 35 municipalities in Pennsylvania who are in the public
power business every year from 2008-2014. Ironically, 100 years ago on April 3, 1916,
the then Borough Council approved an ordinance first establishing the Borough of Berlin

electric system. The rate first imposed was $0.10 per kilowatt hour – a rate that was
higher than today’s rate of $0.955 – which includes the PPA.
4) Generation Project Voting Cards – these cards were counted by the treasurer and clerk
and are held for safekeeping and will be retained in accordance with the Borough’s
record retention policy. This actually is outside the auditors’ scope since they are to audit
only the prior year’s records.
5) Policy & Procedures – this goes beyond the auditor’s scope. Council should be setting
policy and directives. There is no provision for the auditor’s to audit policy and
procedures under the Borough Code.
7) Pension Funds – information on the pension funds is supplied by the Pennsylvania
Municipal Retirement System. A preliminary report was not received by the Borough
until June 27, long after the audit was completed. Per Charity Rosenberry with the
PMRS the final report will not be issued until sometime later this year.
“The Local Government Commission of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania published a Pennsylvania Legislator’s Municipal Deskbook (Fourth Edition) that
gives guidance to legislators. Page 25 addresses disputing the rates for services charged by a
municipal authority – “Under this section, the municipal authority is granted the exclusive
authority to set rates for its services. The recipient of these services does not negotiate the
amount that he or she is to be charged. These ratepayers, therefore, are intended to be protected
by the provision requiring the rates to be reasonable and uniform.” The General Assembly
contemplated that a governing body such as a borough council would have dialogue, input from
citizens and debate that would ultimately lead to reasonable and uniform rates.”
“On Tuesday June 28th I received the following email from auditor William Johnston:
“To the Borough Council:
I must tender my resignation as Borough Auditor. I tried my best to fulfill my job as Borough
Auditor, and it is apparent that I am not qualified to handle the job going forward. Not once did
I believe there were any wrong doings as the Council and Cindy have always supported any of
the audit recommendations. This is solely my decision to resign.
Sincerely William D. Johnston, Jr.”
End of the presentation by Secretary Jones. There were some questions and statements from
some of the citizens in attendance and answers were provided by Secretary Jones and members
of council.
President Brett Custer - Thank you Secretary Jones. Solicitor Allison are you prepared to offer
any comments at this time?
Solicitor Brad Allison – “I want to thank Mr. Jones and commend him on the excellent
presentation. From this information, and from the research I have conducted so far, it is my
opinion that there is nothing illegal about the assessment of the PPA. I believe the various
Borough Councils have acted in good faith and the electricity rates are fair and reasonable. It
is also my opinion that the auditor did exceed the scope of his authority in suggesting the
setting of policy and directives. That’s not his role under the law; policy and directives are
within the province of Borough Council.”

President Brett Custer - I would like to welcome and thank all the citizens of Berlin that are
attending tonight’s meeting. There are several who have asked to address the council and we
would ask that, in fairness to all, we keep comments under five minutes in length.
Citizen Comments:
Justin Gerber (did not show up for meeting)
Berlin resident Tom Jones – Building Permits; Police – Mr. Jones read from a statement that had
questions for the Council. He also stated he was almost hit by a vehicle while walking in a
crosswalk.
President Brett Custer – The permit committee was abolished and now the Council as a whole
deals with concerns. A resident should first contact the code agency if they have a question on
building permits or if a property is being worked on without permits. CCIS would contact the
Borough and the complaint goes to the Council as a whole. CCIS is responsible for approving
permits, reviewing drawings, for initial inspections, progress inspections, and final inspections.
Mayor Krause is in charge of the police.
Mayor Joseph Krause – The police cannot be everywhere at the same time. There is limited
funding available for police staffing. The two full-time officers work 40+ hours already –
typically from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. A part-time officer works as
needed. If there is not a Borough officer on duty the state police will be dispatched by 911 if
necessary. I understand everyone’s concerns and I will discuss them with the officers.
Eric Glotfelty suggested that the shift schedules might need to be changed and President Custer
directed the Secretary to have the maintenance staff place the pylons at the crosswalks at the
drugstore and the lower diamond.
Jillian Kroon – PPA – President Custer inquired if Ms. Kroon had any additional questions or
comments. She replied that all her questions had already been answered.
Bob Zerfoss – Auditor’s Letter - Mr. Zerfoss stated that he had no more questions about the
auditor’s letter but questioned Mr. Custer about permits and why he does not get them. Mr.
Custer said he does get all required permits now, but like many other residents, may not have
gotten all of them in the past. (There was an exchange of dialogue amongst Council and citizens
in attendance).
Anna Deck – PPA – she has no questions about the PPA. She wanted to know why the auditor’s
letter was not explained before the generator vote. She stated she was told that if she attended
tonight’s Council meeting there would be repercussions and her electric bill would go up.
President Brett Custer – the letter was sent to the Solicitor for review on April 1st and typically
matters under his review are not released until he directs. Mr. Custer polled the whole council
individually if they had any contact with the auditor prior to, during, or after the audit. All
replied that they had not, except for Ms. Zerfoss who said she had talked to the auditor after the
audit and he was her neighbor.
There was an exchange of dialogue between Council members and some citizens in attendance
about the audit letter being secretly held back from all council members and why it was not
discussed in an earlier meeting executive session.

Solicitor Brad Allison – It is not proper, nor legal, to discuss the audit letter in an executive
session. Executive sessions are reserved for personnel matters and legal matters. All matters
discussed in executive sessions are strictly confidential and are not to be passed on to others
outside of the executive session, nor is any legal advice he may render. Any Council member
that discusses or divulges any matters addressed in executive session would most likely be
exceeding his/her position on the council and would be subject to disciplinary procedures. Right
to Know requests and answers are dictated by the Freedom of Information Act. The rules for
these requests are very specific in nature. It provides for 5 days to give a response and an
additional 30+ days if time is required for legal review. If the Open Records Officer has any
legal doubts about requests received, they should seek legal advice from the Solicitor. There
should be one point of contact with the Solicitor and not from all 7 council members. Usually
the Solicitor gets information and legal questions from the Secretary and that is often directed by
Council or the Council President. As for as the audit letter, I don’t believe there is, or was,
anything in the letter to hide or conceal. Mr. Jones has addressed all of the issues. I want to
know from Ms. Deck the name of the person that told her she would face repercussions if she
attended tonight’s meeting. (Ms. Deck told the Solicitor she would talk to that person first and
then to him). The Borough Council is to do the work of the Borough only and needs to keep
personal issues out of Borough business. The Borough is in good shape and has the tiger by the
tail – there are no property taxes levied by the Borough; there is $5 million in reserves; the
electricity rate is lower than it was 100 years ago; the Borough is debt free; and the cost of the
PPA would pale in comparison to the cost of a loan taken out to pay for the $2.5 million
generator project. There is too much divisiveness and consternation amongst the Council and it
must stop. The Borough has been in good shape for decades and it is a shame for the dissention
caused in part by social media, the audit letter, any council member using their position to
unduly influence citizens, and from a few in the minority that do not have the best interest of the
Borough at heart.
President Brett Custer - The Borough has received a letter from Ms. Kay Ann Cober and she
requests it be read to Council at this meeting: (the letter was read aloud).
Minutes of the June 2, 2016 Borough Council Meeting are attached for your review.
Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Eric Glotfelty to approve and accept the minutes of the
Berlin Borough Council Meeting dated June 2, 2016.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

President’s Report
Notes to Council:
1. With our insurance coverage expiring on 08/01/2016, I will entertain a motion to
continue our existing contract with Cover Insurance for the Borough and Donner-Farber
Insurance for the Berlin Volunteer Fire Department.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to renew the Berlin Volunteer Fire
Department’s insurance coverage through the Donner-Farber Insurance Agency effective August 1,
2016, at an annual premium of $13,351.00.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Charles Rhodes to renew the Borough’s insurance coverage
through the Cover Insurance Agency and EMC Insurance Company effective August 1, 2016 at a total
annual premium of $57,239.00.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

2. Update of the Berlin Borough Emergency Contact and the Council’s appointment of a
Public Information Officer (PIO) to provide a single point of contact for the press during
an emergency.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by John Harding to appoint Thomas D. Jones as the Borough
of Berlin Emergency contact and Public Information Officer.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

3. The PMEA Conference in State College will focus on Municipal Electric internal
generation issues and other topics pertinent to the borough’s long term plans.
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Roger Clarke to send the borough Secretary to the
Pennsylvania Municipal Electric Association Conference in State College on 10/14/2016 thru
10/16/2016 with travel expenses to be paid by the borough.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

There was a typographical error in the dates of the conference. The actual date of
the conference is 09/14-09/16/2016. This date was corrected by Council at the August
4, 2016 meeting.
4. A copy of the CCIS Activity Report for June is included in the Council packet for your
review. There are 8 inspections and 1 permit listed in the report.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Joseph Krause
Mayor's Oral Police Report
The following is for the month of June in 2016:
The department handled 30 calls,
2 people were arrested,
8 traffic stops were conducted,
Officers investigated 15 incidents – 13 of these are closed.
Officers appeared in court 1 time for a combined time of 1 ½ hours.
Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Roger Clarke to approve and accept the Police Report as
presented.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

Committee Reports:

Electric: Chair Eric Glotfelty
1) As a part of the normal electric system maintenance, Wiedenhoft Electric recently replaced the
recloser switches on the East and Center electric circuits. The costs were for a total of $7,637.91 for
both of them.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Charles Rhodes to approve the Anixter invoices for
payment for the purchase of 2 refurbished recloser switches for the East and Center electric
circuits for the total amount of $7,637.91.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
2) The West circuit has not had a recloser switch on it for some time. It is recommended that we place a
recloser on the West circuit by refurbishing one of the reclosers that we took down. Anixter has
provided a preliminary quote of $3,072.29.

Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Eric Glotfelty to refurbish one of our recloser switches for the
West electric circuit for an amount not to exceed 3,500.00.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

3) GOAB switches on the East and Center Circuits. We have installed a GOAB switch on the
West Electric circuit. It is recommended that we purchase and have them installed on the
East and Center circuits as well. There is a 10 -12 week lead time for delivery.
Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Roger Clarke to purchase 2 GOAB switches in the amount
of $3,998.00 each and have them installed on the East and Center electric circuits.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

4) William Slifco presented a letter at the April meeting requesting a review of the consumption
billed September and October 2015. A review of the records finds that there was an excess of
kilowatts billed per the readings obtained by our Meter reader. The total kilowatts for this
two month period was 4,065. On average (using 12 month prior to September 2015) the
kilowatts they use are 927 (average). The excess kilowatts totaled 2211. The meter was
pulled and sent to Kevin Hawk @ Reliable Meter Service. Mr. Hawk tested the meter and
found the meter to be accurate. But after replacing the meter with a new radio read meter the
kilowatts are now normal.
Council discussed the meter – Joe Krause stated that the meters typically slow down and he
cannot recall any meter running fast. It has been the Borough policy of not refunding the
customer if a meter is sent out for testing and it comes back as OK or not reading fast. It was the
consensus of Council not to change the policy in place.
Motion by__________ and seconded by ________ to give a billing credit to William Slifco for half of
the excess kilowatts billed in the September and October 2015 billing, the total amount of credit being
$94.52 .
Ayes:
Nays:

Motion died due to a lack of anyone making a motion – request denied for lack of motion.
5) AMP is winding up their Forestry Operations as of July 29, 2016. The Borough maintenance staff
and Wiedenhoft Electric maintain the tree trimming so the Borough has not used AMP forestry
services. It is recommended that we terminate our March 10, 2008 Agreement with them.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by John Harding to terminate the March 10, 2008 Forestry
Services Agreement with AMP effective July 29, 2016.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
6) There are three items in the Power Secure generator bid that they had taken exception on but offered
prices. Separate action by Council is required. They are:
A) Extended Warranty – Year 2-5 $52,564.00; Year 5-10 $92,682.00; Total of $147,246.00.
Power Secure was here for a kick-off meeting today and discussed the extended warranty
program with us in more detail. In order to purchase the warranty for years 2-10 you also
must purchase the monitoring/maintenance service from them at $25,467 per year for 9 years
at a total cost of $229,203.00 (*subject to annual escalation after year 2). We will have to
pay in full for the Extended Warranty at the beginning of year 2. The
monitoring/maintenance service will be invoiced separately at the beginning of each year for
year 2 thru 10.
B) 600 feet Underground Aluminum Feeder Run - $180,000 (wiring from generator to
substation)
C) Ground Operated Air Break - $50,000
The committee recommends that we approve the purchase of each of these.
Motion by Eric Glotfelty and seconded by Thomas Fisher to purchase the Power Secure Maintenance
and Monitoring Services for the amount of $25,147.00 per year for years 2-10, for the electricity
generators, subject to an annual escalation after year 2.
Roll Call Vote:
Barb Zerfoss
No
Thomas Fisher
Yes
John Harding, Jr.
Yes
Eric Glotfelty
Yes
Charles Rhodes
No
Roger Clarke
No
President Brett Custer
Yes
Ayes: 4
Nays: 3
Motion Passed
Motion by Eric Glotfelty and seconded by Thomas Fisher to purchase the Extended Warranty for the
electricity generators from Power Secure for the amount of $147,246.00 for years 2-10.
Roll Call Vote:
Barb Zerfoss
No
Thomas Fisher
Yes
John Harding, Jr.
Yes
Eric Glotfelty
Yes
Charles Rhodes
No
Roger Clarke
No
President Brett Custer
Yes

Ayes: 4
Nays: 3
Motion Passed

Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Eric Glotfelty to purchase 600 feet of Underground
Aluminum Feeder from Power Secure for the amount of $180,000.00 for the electricity generators.
Roll Call Vote:
Barb Zerfoss
No
Thomas Fisher
Yes
John Harding, Jr.
Yes
Eric Glotfelty
Yes
Charles Rhodes
No
Roger Clarke
Yes
President Brett Custer
Yes
Ayes: 5
Nays: 2
Motion Passed
Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Eric Glotfelty to purchase from Power Secure a
Ground Operated Air Break for the amount of $50,000.00 for the electricity generators.
Roll Call Vote:
Barb Zerfoss
No
Thomas Fisher
Yes
John Harding, Jr.
Yes
Eric Glotfelty
Yes
Charles Rhodes
No
Roger Clarke
Yes
President Brett Custer
Yes
Ayes: 5
Nays: 2
Motion Passed

PERSONNEL & FINANCE: Chair Tom Fisher
Treasurer’s Report and Bills:
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Charles Rhodes to approve the bills and Treasurer’s Report.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
We have received the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System Act 205 Report that was filed with the
Public Employee Retirement Commission (PERC). The report shows an Unfunded Actuarial Accrued
Liability of $49,091.00. The contribution rate for 2017 and 2018 will be $5,750.00 for the Unfunded
Actuarial Accrued Liability plus 11.22% of payroll.
Motion by Charles Rhodes and seconded by Roger Clarke to acknowledge receipt of the PMRS 2015
Act 205 Report.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

It is recommended that we purchase summer tee shirts for the maintenance staff. The cost for 5 shirts for
each person is $330.00.
Motion by Eric Glotfelty and seconded by John Harding to purchase tee shirts for the maintenance
staff for $330.00.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Roger Clarke to accept the resignation of Borough Auditor
William Johnston, effective June 27, 2016. P19.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Solicitor Allison stated that under the Borough Code, a new auditor should be appointed within 30 days
of acceptance of the resignation. He suggested that he and the Executive Secretary work together to
prepare an advertisement for the newspaper to solicit for interested candidates as soon as possible.
Interviews could be scheduled for the August 4, 2016 Council Meeting. The Council directed the
Solicitor and the Secretary to proceed with this.

REFUSE: Chair Roger Clarke
Brudden Energy Initiative LLC project – Waste to Energy – Brudden representatives will be
making a presentation at the 07/18/2016 refuse committee meeting at 7:00 P.M. They have a
process where municipal waste can be converted to fuel (similar to heating oil). 5 tons of
garbage per day can be make 1,000 gallons of fuel which could be sold for approximately
$1.00/gallon. Eric Glotfelty asked Roger Clarke if he will be an investor in the project. He said
he would be and that he would have to resign from Borough Council if the Council decided to
pursue the project.
Dumpsters at the maintenance shed – complaints have been made about the dumpsters constantly
overflowing. The Committee will consider options at its July 18th committee meeting.
A copy of the Berlin Borough Yard Waste Compost Site inspection report is in your packet for
review. The inspector has made some recommendations as a result of his inspection.
Action on the recommendations was tabled. The Committee will review these at the July 18th
committee meeting.
Some residents are not putting their garbage in containers when they set it out for pick up.
Often times the trash bags are torn apart by animals and trash is spread over the street. The
Committee was directed to check into the ordinance to see what is required.
HOUSE: Chair Barb Zerfoss
Doors for upper double doors in Borough Building - Jeff Good submitted a quote to replace the
doors. Option 1 – replace the doors but use the wire mesh glass from the old door and put it in
the new door – $3,977.00; Option 2 – replace the doors with everything new, including the wire
mesh glass – $5,027.00. Action was tabled – the Chair was directed to obtain additional quotes.
Door for brick storage building – Jeff Good said it would cost approximately $650.00 to replace
the door in the brick storage shed due to the dimensions of the door. There was discussion on

replacing the door or demolishing the building. Council directed the Secretary to have the
maintenance staff tear down the building and clean up the site.

EQUIPMENT: John Harding
The new refuse truck chassis production was started on June 20 and completed by Volvo on June
26. It was shipped to Oshkosh, Wisconsin on June 28th and we expect delivery around July 22.
The 2004 Ford F350 tool truck needed springs replaced. This was done in May by W.W.
Friedline in May. Chad Lowery reported that at this time everything else is Ok with this vehicle.
The 1960 Caterpillar Front End Loader needs the brake system replaced. The last time we had
this repair done it cost in excess of $5,000.00. Due to the age and overall condition of this
machine, it may not be in the best interest of the Borough to continue to expend money on this
machine. Does the Council wish the Equipment Committee to explore replacement options?
Council directed John Harding to make inquiries about a replacement machine. Solicitor Allison
suggested that a spec sheet should be drawn up and it would have to be bid out if a replacement
is to be purchased, unless one was found on the Co-Stars approved list of vendors.
STREETS & SIDEWALKS: Chair Eric Glotfelty
1) Movie Night – plans have been finalized for Movie Night for August 20th at the
Berlin football field. It has been suggested that we solicit Borough Business for
advertisements to help fund the event and to possibly make a donation of some or all
of the proceeds to a local non-profit or community benefit. Or we could escrow any
funds received from advertisements to be used towards the costs of a future movie
night. What are the thoughts of Council?
Motion by Eric Glotfelty and seconded by John Harding to solicit for advertisements for the August
Movie Night and to donate the proceeds to the Berlin Little League, subject to the Solicitor researching
and giving approval that this would be legally permissible.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

NOTE: Solicitor subsequently stated that this was not legal for the Council to do. The motion
was rescinded.
2) Brett Custer, the property owner at 1015 Main Street, is replacing the sidewalk.
Some of the sidewalks in the area have pavement, some have concrete with grass
areas between the walk and curb, and others are concrete all the way from the
property to the curb with no grass strips. If the walk is replaced and grass strips are
put in, the sidewalk will be narrower than four feet. He has requested direction from
the Council on replacing the sidewalk.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Thomas Fisher granting Brett Custer the approval to replace
the sidewalk at 1015 Main Street with all concrete.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Brett Custer Abstained
Motion Passed

3) Robert Glotfelty request – Council Member Rhodes has submitted a survey by R.D.
Fogle Engineering date May 16, 2003 Vine Street between South & Orchard Street.
It appears that the shrubs in question are not on Borough Right of Way and thus we
cannot have them removed.
Borough Council directed the Secretary to notify Mr. Glotfelty of this.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to approve the September 23, 2016
Homecoming Parade request from BBSD / Ashley Cotter pending receipt and approval of PENNDOT
permits.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

4) A Petition to have Borough Council vacate Birch Alley from East Main Street to
Stadium Street was presented. Title 8, Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes,
Subchapter D. Section 1731 and Section 1732 provides for the method of vacating
streets.
Council directed the Street Committee to review this at the committee meeting scheduled for July 28th
at 3:00 P.M.

POLICE: Chair John Harding
All is well with our Police Force operating in an exemplary fashion.
BEAUTIFICATION: Chair Charles Rhodes
There was nothing to report. The Committee will meet 7:00 P.M. on July 18th.
At 11:53 P.M. the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business
which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of
information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and
conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial
deliberations.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by John Harding to adjourn to executive session.
Aye: 7
Nay: 0
Motion Passed
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Eric Glotfelty to reconvene the regular meeting.
Aye: 7
Nay: 0
Motion Passed
At 12:24 A.M. the council reconvened the regular meeting
Motion by Eric Glotfelty and seconded by Roger Clarke authorizing the Solicitor to seek
outside counsel for advice and opinion on the electricity Purchased Power Adjustment (PPA).
Aye: 7
Nay: 0

Motion Passed
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Thomas Fisher authorizing the Solicitor to file an
appeal in the Brian Fiest Right to Know Request.
Aye: 7
Nay: 0
Motion Passed

Motion by Eric Glotfelty and seconded Barb Zerfoss to adjourn this Meeting of the Berlin
Borough Council at 12:28 A.M.
Aye: 7
Nay: 0
Motion Passed

Note: The next regular meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday
August 4, 2016, beginning at 7:00 p.m., at the Berlin Borough Council conference/meeting
room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.

Borough of Berlin Executive Secretary

What is the role of an Auditor?
2014 EDITION – PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES (The
Borough Code)
Subchapter C – Auditors
§ 1059.1. Completion, filing and publication of auditor's
report and financial statement.
(a) Reports.--The auditors shall complete the annual audit,
adjustment and settlement as soon as possible after the end of
the fiscal year. The auditors shall, within ten days after
completing the annual audit, publish once, in at least one
newspaper of general circulation, a concise financial statement
setting forth all of the following:
(1) The balance in the treasury at the beginning of the
fiscal year.
(2) All revenue received during the fiscal year by major
classifications.
(3) All expenditures made during the fiscal year by
major functions and the current resources and liabilities
of the borough at the end of the fiscal year.
(4) The gross liability and net debt of the borough.
(5) The amount of assessed valuation of the borough.
(6) The assets of the borough with their character and
value.
(7) The date of the last maturity of the respective
forms of funded debt.
(8) The assets in each sinking fund.
(b) Details.--The auditors shall prepare a report which
shall contain an audit of the accounts of the last fiscal year
and shall also show a complete statement of the financial
condition of the borough, giving in detail all of the following:
(1) The actual indebtedness.
(2) The amount of funded debt.
(3) The amount of floating debt.
(4) The valuation of taxable property in the borough.
(5) The assets of the borough with their character and
value.
(6) The date of maturity of the respective forms of

AUDITORS GUIDE
PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT (Copyright 2011)
Purpose of Guide - This guide outlines what work auditors are expected and
required to do. The Department set several goals in preparing the Guide:
To give direction and purpose to the elected auditors as they begin their audit
task
To acquaint elected auditors with their duties and responsibilities under the
borough and township codes.
To outline the scope of an audit of a borough or township; to suggest programs
for the audit of the various funds, and of the accounts of certain officials such
as: tax collector, district justice and treasurer.
To offer instruction in the preparation of the uniform financial reports required
to be filed with the Department of Community and Economic Development.
The Primary Purpose of Auditing - The auditor examines the accounting records
and accounting practices of the organization or agency under review to enable
him to express an informed opinion as to whether or not the balance sheet and
the statement of revenues and expenditures prepared from the books and records
present fairly the financial position and the results of operations of the
municipality, and whether the municipality complied with applicable laws and
regulations.
Audit Report - Each year, auditors must prepare a report containing an audit of
the accounts of the last fiscal year. It must show a complete statement of the
financial condition of the borough, including details of indebtedness, value of
taxable property and a listing of the assets of the borough.

The report is to be prepared within 90 days after the close of the fiscal year.
Uniform forms for the report as mandated by law, are provided by the
Department of Community and Economic Development. Copies of the report
must be filed with the borough secretary, clerk of the court of common pleas
and the Department of Community and Economic Development.

Within ten days after the audit is completed, the auditors must publish a
concise financial statement in at least one newspaper of general circulation
in the borough. The statement is to include:
The balance in the treasury at the beginning of the year.
All revenues received by major classifications.
All expenditures by major functions.
The current resources and liabilities of the borough at the end of the fiscal
year.
The gross liability and net debt of the borough.
The assessed valuation of the borough.
The assets of the borough and their description.
The date of the last maturity of each form of funded debt and the assets in
each sinking fund.

An elected municipal auditor is not required to have any training in
auditing and accounting. By way of duties, the professional auditor not
only examines the financial transactions of the unit, but also has a
responsibility to recommend improvements in accounting procedures,
internal control devices and related fiscal matters. The elected municipal
auditor has no responsibility for the financial welfare of the
municipality beyond the settlement of the accounts.
Elected auditors are unable to compel installation of adequate
accounting methods where they are lacking.
We suggest that the elected auditor take an advisory role in the
improvement of municipal financial procedures as deemed appropriate.
The elected auditors should, however, be reasonably certain that their
position is valid since they can at times be personally responsible for
the results of their work and recommendations. Any
recommendations for operating improvements should therefore be
properly developed and checked with knowledgeable municipal
personnel prior to making them public.

Recommendations and related findings should include:
1. An explanation of the problem that exists.
2. The reason that the existing condition has a negative effect on the
operation of the municipality.
3. The reason for the condition existing. This may include explanations
provided by the municipality.
4. A discussion of the solutions good business practice, laws, regulations.
5. Recommendation for operating improvements. It is suggested that
any findings and recommendations be submitted in a separate
management letter accompanying the Annual Audit and Financial
Report.
This letter should be addressed to the same parties as the report,
should indicate its purpose, and should reference the Annual Audit
and Financial Report.

The Borough of Berlin invoices residents for
water, sewer, garbage collection, and electricity.
The amount is approximately $3,400,000 per year
or $13,500,000 for the years 2012 thru 2015. The
amount of uncollected accounts receivables for
this same period is $41,000. This represents
0.003037% or about 3 tenths of 1 percent of
the total amount invoiced. Borough Council
has taken measures to reduce this even more by
requiring new property owners to post a $400.00
electricity security deposit which is refundable
after they pay 12 consecutive bills on time.
Tenants are required to post the same deposit and
it is not refundable until they terminate electricity
service with the Borough and all amounts due
have been paid. Keep in mind, none of the aged
delinquent accounts have ever been written off.
Anyone who requests new electric service and
that are on the aged delinquent lists have to pay
the balance full before being allowed to
reestablish electric service

Purchased Power Adjustment (PPA):

The Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (Title 8, Boroughs and
Incorporated Towns, Section 24A03, paragraph (a) (2), in addition to
exercising its general powers, gives specific power to boroughs “To
regulate the use of and the charge for electricity furnished by the
borough for use throughout the borough. A borough may fix,
establish, maintain and collect or authorize by contract or otherwise
the establishment, levying and collection of rates, fees, rental or other
charges, including connection charges, for the services afforded by or
in connection with any properties which the borough constructs,
erects, owns, acquires, operates or manages and for the sale or
transmission of electric energy and power as it deems necessary,
proper, desirable and reasonable.”
Municipal electric systems are not governed or regulated by the
Public Utility Commission (PUC).
Purchased Power Adjustments (PPA’s), Power Cost Adjustments
(PCA’S’s), Electric Cost Adjustments (ECA’s), Electric Rate
Adjustments (ERA’s) are just some of the names municipal utility
systems have called their electric rate adjustments, and they have been
used by municipalities for decades. There is no specific mention of a
PPA in the Pennsylvania Borough Code – these would be considered as
rates, fees, rental or other charges. Generally, a PPA is an amount per
kilowatt-hour to be added to or subtracted from customers' billing each
billing period so that increases or decreases in costs of purchased power,
fuel, lube oil, other costs of generated power, and other costs deemed
appropriate by the Borough, will be collected or credited.

From: Johnston, Bill [mailto:Bill.Johnston@rockwoodcasualty.com]

Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2016 11:26 AM
To: thomas.jones@berlinborough.org
Subject: RE: Review of Audit Letter
To the Borough Council:
I must tender my resignation as Borough Auditor. I tried my best to f ulfill my job as Borough Auditor, and it is apparent
th at I am not qualified to handle the job going forward. Not once did I believe there were any wrong doings as the
Council and Cindy have always supported any of the aud it recommendations. This is sole ly my decision to resign.
Sincerely William D. Johnston, Jr.

Bill Johnston
AVP - Finance/Asst Treasu rer
Rockwood Casualty Insurance
654 Main Street
Rockwood , Pennsylvania 15557
United States of America

p +1 (814) 926 5348
E Bill.Johnston@rockwoodcasualtv.com
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From: thomas.jones@berlinborough.org [mailto:thomas.jones@berlinborough.org]

Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2016 9:56 AM
To: Johnston, Bill
Subject: Review of Audit Letter
Bill:
Thank you for meeting with me last evening to review the 2015 Borough of Berlin Audit Letter. It is unfortunate that
there was not a discussion, such as you and I had, on the items contained in the audit letter at the time of the audit. As I
shared, the format and tone of the 2015 letter is different from those issued in the past and I believe this may have
contributed to the "firestorm" of misinterpretation, false and or misguided conclusions, and even allegations of illegal
activity and wrong doings by Borough officials. All of this seems to have been exacerbated and sensationalized by the
article written by the Daily American.
There are a couple of questions that I forgot to ask or some that came to mind after we met:
2

BUILDING PERMITS

In 2008, I began a construction project to add space onto my residence which is located at 700
Diamond Street which is within the borough. The price for a CAD designer (Roy Kemp) was
$2,200 plus the cost of $499 for a building permit obta ined from the Cambria/Some rset( COG)
Authority.
I traveled to Windber to subm it the plans, then the inspector visited before construction began
and then he came several times afterward when each building phase was done to check on its
progress.
QUESTIONS

(1) What are the rules and regulations for the various types of construction such as
residential and/or commercial happening within the borough?
(2) There was an appointed borough permit inspector of which I believe the position was
discontinued?
(3) What about rules and regulat ions regarding external construction as opposed to
internal?
(4) Are building plans needed before construction begins and are they examined for
accuracy?
(5) Who is responsible for issu ing the permits for the various types of construction?
(6) Who is checking on any construction occurring within the borough?
(7) As permit construction occurs, who is monitoring the progress?
{8) Project completion - who gives the final OK when finished?
POLICE

What has happened to the police in town? I noticed the absence of them over the past several
months. Called the non-emergency phone number when someone hit my wall on 5 t h avenue-the operator told me that no one was on duty and I had to call the state police -- which I did.
Took some time for a trooper to arrive .
I'm concerned about traffic speed and traffic patterns going past my home and on the streets in
the borough and general residents' safety as well as designated crosswalks around town,
especially the one by the drug store on 219. Whe re are the police when you need them and
how do you contact them when an emergency occu rs?
-,
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To: Mr. Brett Custer and the Borough Council of Berlin
From: Kay Ann Caber, Berlin Resident
Re : Auditor Letter and Surrounding Aspects Regarding It
Date : June 22, 2016
I feel it is my duty to bring to the attention of Mr. Brett Custer and the Borough Council of Berlin the
following information which was sent to me via Facebook Private Messpges. I have record of the
contacts and have also included copies of the messages with dates and times listed for the observation
of the Council, Borough Manager, and Solicitor. I also give my permission to have this information
included in the minutes of the next regularly held Borough Council Meeting. I EXPLICITLY DO NOT GIVE
PERMISSION FOR ANY OF THE INFORMATION THAT IS FROM THIS LETI~R AND ENCLOSURES TO BE
DUPLICATED, TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT, OR IN ANY WAY ALTERED OR U~ED BY ANY INDIVIDUALS OR BY
ANY FORM OF MEDIA.

1. On june 13 at 6:56 p.m. item identified as I listed on Enclosure #1 was rece ived in the Private
Message section of my Face book page. Along with it was Enclosure #2 .
I did not see this private message information until June 14 on or slightly prior to 9:00 a.m. when I got
on my Facebook page. After reading the message from the sender and looking at the AUDIT LETIER, I
sent my reply to the sender. My reply is II. on Enclosure #1.
At 1:01 p.m. the sender responded to my reply (1 1. ) with her reactions. The sender's reply is Ill. on
Enclosure #1. It is obvious that the sender was not pleased with my response to her " heads up" post
and the AUDIT LETIER. That's her privilege. But when she turns it into a personal attack and then ta kes
steps to block me from her personal page as indicated at the bottom of the message (it is on the page
but did not print) -YOU CANNOT REPLY TO THIS CONVERSATION - I decided that I was now thrown into
the same pot with those of the Council who have been attacked in Berlin Pa, Happenings. This does not
matter to me, but when the newspaper articl~ appeared June 18, 2016, it became apparent that what I
knew and what was reported in the article w.ere in conflict.
2. It is reported by Bruce Siwy, tl But a copy somehow made its way onto a Facebook page called ' Berlin,
Pa Happenings.' This would be the AUDIT LETIER t hat is Enclosure #2 sent to me on June 13 as given
in previous informat ion. The article goes on to say that, "Zerfoss denie~ putting anything on the page.
She said she only shared a copy of it with fellow council members Roger Clarke, John Harding, and
Charles Rhodes after receiving it from the borough office June 10." First, I am wondering why it was not
shared with all the Council members. Secondly, I am wondering how the source who sent it to me got
the AUDIT LETIER in the first place. Thirdly, I am wondering why the Borough Solicitor was not handling
this situation .
ti

3. It says in the AUDIT LETIER, ti lt is our recommendation that these funds be returned to the customer
or that the council obtain a response from the solicitor as to how these funds can continue to be
assessed and at what time they will be returned ." It seems that the auditor should be advising the
Council and informing them how to handle this situation in a legal manner. It also seems that the
solicitor should be taking some steps to make certain that the laws of R.IGHT TO KNOW are being
followed and that those who do not have a right to know should be dealt with according to legal
procedure. The response out of the solicito r' s office is not acceptable: "Berlin solicitor Brad Allison,
through his office secretary, declined to comment on the topic." He is being paid and billing the ta x
payers for his work. It is his responsibility to see that all regulations and laws are being followed by the

Council. It is also his responsibil ity to make sure that only those who are directly affected by any aspects

of Berlin Borough and its operations are privy to records and documentation.
4. I am sharing this information with the Borough Council because this is just another episode in the
ongoing " he sa id, she said" that is disrupting this community and bringing nothing but negativity which
is uncalled for and unnecessary. I believe that all laws and regulations are to be followed . I believe that
all those who are members of the operations of Berlin Borough, wheth~r elected or paid employees,
must follow the letter of the law. I believe that "transparency'' must bei ubiquitous and not for certain
people and certain situations. It's way past time to stop the divisiveness and unite to keep Berlin a place
where pride in community has always been of major importance .

~~/

G/~/;0

Kay Ann Cober
Berlin, PA

~
~J~~k.~±,~~~;tL
~· ,#f-,,~:-r±r~ clle yl~
~~

e~ ~

fa~~
cUU!

t!

9-lu:-_(LJ w~
li: \~\l\o

>I-

J'L6

T~

,,-- -

a

/"

CnUOSu re:_

;# /

?a.celor:i.,J, f:--1va.{:_ JrrJessa_9e - ~<i.-kd ~/ 1 3 @ 6 :6~1£> ? ·hi .

1,

Hey I'm sending you th is because yo u should know. If yo check out my Berlin, Pa Happenings page below you will see where I

posted my comments on yo ur post concerning businesses. This is fixing to blow and I do NOT believe you know all or would be
for it. I also don't believe the gossip being spread by yo ur frien d of what you sai d about me. Why because you know exactly ho w
I can be - even though as a teacher you personally never got on my bad side. That is because yo u are a true teacher in every sense
of the wo rd .... Have a great evening.
https://www.facebook.com/berl inhappening/
Attac hment Unava ilable
This attachment may have been removed or the person who shared it may not have permission to share it with you.
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I have no idea what this is about. And I prefer to keep it that way. I am not a part of any Berlin page or website except for the
Borough's page for information regarding th ings that are necessary for anyone who owns property in Berlin Borough. I appreciate
you thinking I need to be informed. All I can say is that ifl ever feel it is necessary to attend a Council meeting or address the
Co unci ~ it will be because I have my own personal concerns. In the meantime, I am not participating in all the drama that seems
to be the center of others lives. As for someone saying I said something regarding you here it is: I. I had your children in school
2. You were the first to support me in a situation that I was used to make guilty people direct things away from them and on to
me; and I will always be grateful for what yo u did 3. I would not recognize you ifl saw you because I have no recollection of
ever meeting you 4. I don't understand why you are so concerned with Berlin and the Council since you don't live here. That
wo uld be it. You have my permission to show this to whomever. But it would be old news to anyone who knows.
l :OIPM
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I met yo u in Meyersdale outside the school in my gray truck a couple of times, once with Mrs. Beal. I am concerned and became
co ncerned when a elderly person in yo ur town called and needed help with paying her PP A, rent, meds an d food. I got the help
but then others started calling. I'm surprised you have no compassion for these folks who have worked their whole lives and then
get shafted. I will show this to the people I told you were not saying that the citizens should buy th em generators. I'm shocked
and highly di sappointed in your reply. The drama is not coming from me unless you really feel the truth is drama. The other site
was renamed Berlin Pa Happenings - minus the comma and is now all about libel and lies. I wanted you to know what yo u are up
agai nst, but I get it. l guess it's easier to stick your head in the sand as long as the sand in yours and no one can take it from you.
A great lady I knew, Mina Lucas, had a great saying, "There but by the grace of God go!." Maybe one day you wi ll understand
what the people of the town you once stated to me "you love so much" if by God's grace you understand personally they go
through. How utterly sad ! The only I will add is your dad had a great reputation as a leader and a great sportsman - I wonder how
he'd be so proud of a daughter who would have no care for the poor and weak in her town. And yes I was able to help one poor
so ul get her meds from the manufactu rer. I am so rely disappointed. WOW!
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Guest Registry
Berlin Borough Council Meeting
July 7, 2016
Please print
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Thank You for attending the Berlin Borough Council Meeting.
Your input is both welcomed and appreciated.
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Thank You for attending the Berlin Borough Council Meeting.
Your input is both welcomed and appreciated.
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Thank You for attending the Berlin Borough Council Meeting.
Your input is both welcomed and appreciated.

Email

Electric Committee
William Slifco presented a letter at the April meeting requesting a review of the consumption
billed September and October 2015. A review of the records finds that there was an excess of
kilowatts billed per the readings obtained by our Meter reader. The total kilowatts for this two
month period was 4,065. On average (using 12 month prior to September 2015) the kilowatts
they use are 927 (average) . The excess kilowatts totaled 2211. The meter was pulled and sent
to Kevin Hawk@ Reliable Meter Service. Mr. Hawk tested the meter and found the meter to be
accurate. But after replacing the meter with a new radio read meter the kilowatts are now
normal.
The electric committee recommends that we give a credit for half of the excess (1105.5) or
$94.52. Since the meter tested accurate but the new meter reads a usual amount of kilowatts .

The Borough of Berlin
Treasurer's Report
as of May 27, 2016

Checking Accou nts

General Fund

Balance
Revenues/Deposits
Transfer in
total
Expenses
Transfer out
Balance

Refuse Collection

6, 125.42
35,415.81
35,000.00
76 ,541 .23
69,925 .41
2,250 .00
4,365.82

Somerset Trust Company Accounts Savings Accounts

Street Cleaning

Balance
Interest
Transfer in/Income
Transfer out/Expense
Balance
Savings Accounts

Electric

Balance
Interest
Transfer in
Transfer out/Expense
Balance
Savings Accounts

S~stem

Pa~roll

Account

36,942.53
26,111.11

71 ,372.23
181 ,077.24

608 .58
44 , 179 .83

63 ,053.64
24,445.67
2,000.00
36,607.97

252 ,449.47
139,334.74
40,000.00
73, 114.73

44,788.41
37,203 .18
7,585.23

Interest on STC accounts .20-.501%

Garbage Truck

Caeital Reserve

Motor Fuels

98,558 .65
24.21
250.00

321 ,336.38
131 .34
2,000.00

1,228,908.76
503 .65

64,009.01
15.74

98,832.86

323,467.72

1,229,412.41

64,024.75

S~stem

Electric Restoration

Street

Li9.!!1.

General Fund

130,700.33
32 .14

1,077,835.91
441 .74

58 ,356.25
14.24
1,000 .00

104,105.55
25 .60

130,732.47

1,078,277 .65

59,370.49

104, 131.15

Elec. Generation

Balance
Interest
Transfer in
Transfer out/Expense
Balance

Electric

931 ,420.36
376.60
18,630 .33
470,073.60
480,353.69

Truck Fleet
0.19
2,000.00
2,000 .19

Interest added is for April.
May interest is not added , the bank statements were not available as of this report printing.
Certificates of Deposit
Renewal date I CD#

Amount

Term

Bank

NewAPY

Electric Restoration Fund
01/08/2018

#25398

$

1,000,000 .00

25 months

Citizens National Bank

2.00%

$

3,719.19

61 months

Somerset Trust

2.04%

Celebration Fund
9/28/2019

#2003060552

Revised 7/5/2016 - figures in bold were increased. (General Fund, Electric & Refuse revenues)
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Borough of Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania

Bills for Council Approval
June 2016

Date

Num

06/03/2016 14886

Name

Mem o

Original Amount

Baro Payroll Account

06/03/2016 14887 Allison & Rickards, Attorneys at Law, LLC

Paid Amou nt

-5 ,860.00

-5 ,860.00

-577. 80

-577.80

-109 .95

-109.95

06/03/2016 14888

Comcast- Internet

8993 20 663 0100779

06/03/2016 14889

Fastenal Company

PASOM0039

06/03/2016 14890

J&J Truck Equipment

17900

06/03/2016 14891

Keim's Sales and Service

06/03/2016 14892

Quill Corporation

-90.27

-90 .27

06/03/2016 14893

S & D Calibration Services, Inc.

-146 .00

-146.00

06/03/2016 14894

Safeguard

-228 .62

-228.62

06/03/2016 14895

Sherry's Cleaning

-500 .00

-500.00

Somerset Hospital

-89 .00

-89.00

-219.45

-219.45

06/03/2016 14896

02677857

06/03/2016 14897

Unifirst Corporation

251494

06/03/2016 14898

Verizon 90640444

814-267-3837

06/03/2016 14899

Bora Payroll Account

-24.70

-24.70

-200 .00

-200.00

-12.00

-12.00

-97.20

-97 .20

-4 ,595.04

-4,595.04

-5 ,007.74

-5,007 .74

06/10/2016 14900

Bora Payroll Account

06/10/2016 14901

Street Cleaning Device Account

June

-250 .00

-250.00

06/10/2016 14902

Truck Fleet Savings Acct.

June

-2 ,000.00

-2,000.00

-99.00

-99.00

-2,756 .98

-2 ,756.98

06/10/2016 14903 Andrews & Beard Law Offices
06/10/2016 14904

Borough of Berlin Refuse Collection

06/10/2016 14905

Pennsylvania One Call System. Inc.

AE1

06/10/2016 14906

Shaffer Block & Concrete Products Co, Inc

06/10/2016 14907

Somerset Trust - Credit card

06/ 10/2016 14908

ThomasJones

06/10/2016 14909

W.W. Friedline, Inc.

06/17/2016 14910

Baro Payroll Account

06/17/2016 14911

Berlin Lumber Company, Inc.

06/17/2016 14912

Berlin Oil Company

-54 .52

-54.52

09798

-1 10.00

-110.00

4134970000021928

-311.27

-311 .27

-22. 38

-22 .38

-30. 00

-30.00

-5 ,630.69

-5,630.69

119016

-317 .76

-317.76

BP-SS00020

-603.20

-603 .20

-367. 21

-367 .21

BERBOR

06/17/2016 14913

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania

06/17/2016 14914

Daily American

119

06/17/2016 14915

EMC Insurance Companies

2X54339

06/17/2016 14916

Keith E. Leydig

-50 .40

-50.40

06/17/2016 14917

Kelly Printing Supplies

-97 .80

-97.80

06/17/2016 14918

M.E.IT

-10,506. 22

-10 ,506 .22

06/17/2016 14919

MEI Systems

06/17/2016 14920

New Enterprise Stone & Lime

-53.48

-53 .48

-5 ,126.60

-5 , 126.60

-3,780.95

-3,780 .95

73213

-277.48

-277.48

Somerset Candy Company, Inc.

00494

-20. 45

-20.45

06/17/2016 14922

Stanga's Fire Extinguishers

2-030

06/17/2016 14923

Verizon

06/ 17/2016 14921

06/17/2016 14924

W.W. Friedline , Inc.

BERBOR

06/17/2016 14925

West Central Equipment

2673837

06/17/2016 14926

Berlin Area Comm. Grove Fireworks Fund

06/24/2016 14927

Baro Payroll Account

-165 .00

-165.00

-459.52

-459.52

-28 .16

-28 .16

-78 .85

-78.85

-800 .00

-800.00

-6,071 .63

-6,071.63

-21.98

-21.98

06/24/2016 14928

Berlin Lumber Company, Inc.

119016

06/24/2016 14929

Berli n Oil Company

BP-SS00020

-534.54

-534 .54

06/24/2016 14930

K&DAuto Electric, Inc.

-49 .19

-49.19

06/24/2016 14931

Keim's Sales and Service

-12.00

-12.00

06/24/2016 14932

Lawson Products

-139.47

-139.47

-

-58 ,584 .50

Total

-58,584.50
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Electric System of Berlin Borough,Somerset County, PA

Bills for Council Approval - Generation Fund
June 20'16

Date

06/24/2016

-

Num

119

-

Name

- ------Memo

Original Amount

-441 .00

AEG , LLC

Paid Amount

-441.00
-441 .00

TOTAL

-441.00
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Cash Basis

Electric System of Berlin Borough,Somerset County, PA

Bills for Council Approval
June 2016

Date

Num

Name

Memo

Original Am ount

Paid Amount

-6,000.00

-6,000.00

-297 .21

-297.21

06/03/2016 10076 Baro of Berlin General Fund
06/03/20 16 10077 Bore Payroll Account
06/03/20 16 10078 An ixter

Cust. #5 1150

06/03/2016 10079 Bore of Berlin Refuse System
06/03/2016 10080 Municipal Sewer System
06/03/2016 10081 Municipal Water Authority
06/03/2016 10082 Rumsey Electric Company

34683

06/03/2016 10083 T&R Electric
06/03/2016 10084 The Hite Company

VOID:

06/03/2016 10085 Wiedenhoft Electri c
06/03/2016 10086 Zemar Transformer Company
06/03/2016 10087 The Hite Company
06/03/2016 10088 Bero of Berlin General Fund
06/10/2016 10089 Bora Payroll Account
06/10/20 16 10090 Baro of Berlin General Fund

--4,596 .69

--4,596 .69

-1 ,031 .88

-1,031 .88

-998.33

-998 33

-356.40

-356.40

-6,950.00

-6,950.00

-3,575.00

-3,575 .00

0.00

0.00

-18,485.00

-18,485 .00

-1,304.00

-1 ,304 .00

-879 .50

-879 .50

-4 ,600 .00

-4,600 .00

-674.70

-674 .70

-5,913 .15

-5,913.15

06/10/20 16 10091 Street Lighting Savings Account

June

-1 ,000.00

-1 ,000 .00

06/10/20 16 10092 Electric Generation Project Acct.
06/1 0/2016 10093 An ixter

June
Cust. #5 1150

-4,000.00
--4 ,129.91

--4,000 .00
--4,129.91

-622 .54
-898 .33
-26.91
-3,612 .09
-782 .88
-242 .00
-71 .18

-622 .54
-898 .33
-26 .91
-3,612 .09
-782 .88
-242 00
-71 .18

-9 ,673.70
-6 ,550 .00
-1,381 .73
-6 .1 2
-654 .73

-9,673.70
-6,550 .00
-1,381 .73
-6.12
-654.73

-1 ,000.00
-93,887.59

-1 ,000.00
-93,887.59
-184,201 .57

06/1 0/2016
06/1 7/2016
06/17/20 16
06/17/2016
06/17/2016
06/17/2016
06/17/2016

10094
10095
10096
10097
10098
10099
10100

The Hite Company
Baro Payroll Account
Customer
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.
BFMC
CBCS
The Hite Company

06/17/2016
06/17/2016
06/20/20 16
06/21 /2016
06/24/2016

10101
10102
ACH
10105
10103

Wiedenhoft Electric
Bora of Berlin General Fund
PA Dept of Revenue 280406SalesTax
Customer
Baro Payroll Account

06/24/2016 TransfEBaro of Berlin General Fund
06/27/2016 10104 AMP, Inc.

Refund of Deposit balance.
BER100
BER00010
PTBOB

May 2016 sales tax
Refund of Deposit balance.

10950

Total

-184,201 .57
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(814) 267-3684

JEFF GOOD
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
722 Division Street
Berlin, PA 15530

PA 030142
MD 01495515

Date
To:
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To the Members of Borough Council,

We, the undersigned residents of Berlin Borough and adjoining
property owners to Birch Alley, are petitioning for the vacation of
Birch Alley from Main St. to Stadium St. We request you look
favorably upon our petition. If there are any additional procedural
requirements necessary, please advise.
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