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Approved and Official Minutes
BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
November 15, 2018 – 4:00 P.M.
1. The President called the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barbara Zerfoss


Present

Thomas L. Fisher             

Present
Michael A. Lottig      


Present
John Harding, Jr. 


Absent
Thomas W. Jones 
        

Present
Mayor Joseph Krause


Present
Clifford E. Horner


Present
Charles E. Rhodes 


Present
Also in attendance:

Thomas D. Jones, Executive Borough Secretary and Jr. Council Member Cannon Hay
Members of the public in attendance:  please see the attached guest registry.
Items for Deliberation:
· Borough Zoning – President Charles Rhodes asked if Council is interested in adopting a zoning ordinance.  After discussion, it was the consensus of Council to not pursue zoning.  The International Property Maintenance Code and other existing ordinances will be enforced to regulate building and property maintenance complaints and potential blight issues. A list of 14 properties that have been vacant for an extended period or that are showing signs of degradation was given to Secretary Jones to follow up on with Commonwealth Code Inspection Services to determine if the properties need condemned or not.  A rental property inspection ordinance will be researched to see if it can be utilized to keep rental properties in good condition and to track residents that are rentals.  
· Recycling in Berlin – President Charles Rhodes stated there are recycling opportunities available.  There are some possibilities for grants for equipment, vehicles, etc.  President Rhodes and Secretary Jones will gather information for Council to discuss at the January or February 2019 Committee of the Whole Meeting.
· Cumberland Street curbs and sidewalks – the Municipal Authority will be replacing approximately 175 of sidewalks on the west side of Cumberland Street.  Secretary Jones presented construction cost estimates prepared by Kevin Yoder for sidewalk and curb replacement.  PennDOT regulations require walks to be put back five feet wide and an ADA ramp installed at the intersection of South Street.  Council was unanimous in moving forward with replacing the curbs and working with the Municipal Authority on the replacement of the sidewalks.  The Borough will incur the costs to replace the curbs and the Municipal Authority will pay for the replacement of the sidewalks.  Kevin Yoder will work with PennDOT on the design for construction.
· Thanksgiving gift certificates for employees 

Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Thomas Fisher to give all Borough employees a $25.00 gift certificate for Thanksgiving.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  

Pending and Unresolved issues
1) Update on mobile homes at 1306 Brubaker Street and 723 Fifth Avenue – 1306 Brubaker is being torn down and there is some debris still there to be removed.  No more demolition has been done at 723 Fifth Avenue.  Secretary Jones was directed to contact Ms. Poorbaugh to discuss the situation.
Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to adjourn to executive session.

Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed
At 5:33 P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Executive Session 
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Thomas Fisher to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes: 6
Nay: 0 

Motion Passed  

At 5:50 P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

Seth Airesman gave notice that he was resigning from the Public Works department effective at the end of the regular shift on Thursday, November 29, 2018.

Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to accept the resignation of Seth Airesman effective at the end of the regular shift Thursday, November 29, 2018.  A full-time position with the Public Works Department will be offered to Devin Basinger.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0  
Motion Passed  

Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Clifford Horner to advertise the full-time position in the Somerset Daily American if Devin Basinger declines the employment offer.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0  
Motion Passed  

Council Member Thomas W. Jones presented information from the internet that may indicate that Salsgiver Fiber Optics may now be operating as gotlit.com.  
ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Thomas to adjourn the meeting.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed
The meeting was adjourned at 5:57 p.m.

Note:  The next regularly scheduled monthly Council Meeting is Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.; the next Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, December 20, 2018, beginning at 4:00 p.m. at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.
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Executive Borough Secretary 
November 15, 2018
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