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Official and Approved Minutes
BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
November 1, 2018    - 7:00 p.m.
1. The President called the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barb Zerfoss



Present
Thomas L. Fisher             

Absent
Michael A. Lottig      


Present
John Harding, Jr. 


Present
Thomas W. Jones 
                    
Present
Mayor Joseph Krause


Present
Clifford E. Horner


Present
Charles E. Rhodes 


Present
Also in attendance were:  Thomas D. Jones, Executive Borough Secretary, and Jr. Council Member Cannon Hay.  
Members of the public:  Please see the attached guest registry.
Citizen’s Comments:

No one asked to address Council.
Approval of Minutes:

Minutes of the October 4, 2018 Special Borough Council Meeting held at 6:45 P.M. were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 1)
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to approve and accept the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council held at 6:45 P.M. and dated October 4, 2018.

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 

Minutes of the October 4, 2018 Regular Borough Council Meeting were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 1)
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to approve and accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council held at 7:00 P.M. and dated October 4, 2018.

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Minutes of the October 18, 2018 Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 2)
Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by Michael Lottig to approve and accept the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council dated October 18, 2018.

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 

President’s Report 
CCIS Activity Report – The CCIS report for October. (Exhibit 3) there were no questions or comments.
Property Maintenance & Building Code Complaints – the Borough received 1 property maintenance complaint during October: 1) The septic tank at 606 Orchard Street was reported as leaking/overflowing.  Contact was made with Justin Tooker, the owner to check out the problem.  Peggy Parks, the Borough Sewage Enforcement Office was asked to investigate.  Mayor Joseph Krause mentioned that the owners had the septic tank pumped out.
PSAB Fall Conference – President Charles Rhodes attended the PSAB Fall Conference.  A handout on the “Understanding Executive Sessions & the State Ethics Law” from one of the workshop sessions at the conference was included with the Council Meeting Packets for Council review.
President Rhodes reported that the owners of the properties at 1306 Brubraker Street and 523 5th Avenue were making progress in tearing down and removing the mobile homes.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Joseph G. Krause 
From October 1 to October 31, 2018:
Officers were dispatched for 62 calls.

Officers investigated 5 incidents.  5 of these are now closed.

6 Traffic Stops were conducted.   4 Warnings were issued.  2 Citations were issued.
0 Parking tickets were issued.

0 Non-Traffic citation was issued.
0 Borough Ordinance Violation citation was issued.
2 People were arrested.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to approve and accept the Police Report as presented.
Ayes: 
Nays:
Motion  

Administrative Business:
1) Property Maintenance Complaints & Right To Know Law Requests Cost Summary:
The Borough has incurred $0.00 in attorney expenses and $935.00 in Borough employee expenses for a total of $935.00 in addressing Right-to-Know requests and Property Maintenance Complaints for the month of October, 2018.  The total year to date is $2,772.50. (Exhibit 4).  Council Member Clifford asked why and what was the amount for RTK for?  Secretary Jones stated that the amount was for the time that he and Treasurer Cindy Flamm had spent on two requests: 1) Steven Schupbach from U.S. Data Capture requesting information on the Borough Non-Uniform Pension Plan which took about one hour and 2) Susan L. Walker from Berlin had requested information on the Phase I – West Main Street Revitalization Project.  This required research of the Borough’s records and resulted in more than 494 copies being copied to provide to Ms. Walker.  Mr. Horner what information was requested and Secretary Jones stated there were 11 different items on Ms. Walker’s request and he read the request aloud to Council.  There will be additional costs added for this request for review time by the Solicitor and for the final reply. All RTK requests filed with the Borough have to be replied to in strict accordance with the PA Open Records Act.  The Borough can charge only $0.25 per copy and a fee for certification of the records if requested.  No amount can be charged for administrative time spent researching or copying the records.
2) Treasurer’s Report and Bills: – the reports for October were included in the Council Meeting Packets (Exhibit 5).  There were no questions or comments.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to approve the bills and Treasurer’s Report as specified on Exhibit 5.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Old Business:
1) 2019 Proposed Budget- a summary of the proposed Berlin Borough 2019 budget was included with the Council Meeting Packets (Exhibit 6).  
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner acknowledging receipt of, and tentatively approving the proposed 2019 budget for the Borough of Berlin, with final action on the budget scheduled to be taken at the 7:00 P.M. December 6, 2018, Regular Borough Council Meeting.  
Ayes: 6
Nays: 

Motion Passed
NOTE:  The proposed budget will be available for review by the public at the Borough Offices at North Street, Berlin, PA during regular business hours beginning Friday November 2, 2018.
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Michael Lottig directing Secretary Jones for placing of the legal advertising of proposed Berlin Borough Ordinance No. 345 relative to establishing the real property tax rate for 2019 at 0.00 mills. 

Ayes: 6
Nays:  0
Motion Passed
2) 2018 PennDOT Multi-Modal Transportation Fund Grant Request- the Berlin Revitalization Project – Phase II was not selected for FY 2018-2019 Multimodal Funding.  PennDOT received 174 applications for financial assistance from the MTF during an open application window between February 2018 and March 2018.  If the Borough wishes PennDOT to consider our FY 2018-19 application for financial assistance during the next round of project selections, notice must be sent to PennDOT by November 15, 2018.  We can revise the application if we want to reflect the award of a PennDOT TA Set-Aside Grant.
Motion by Thomas W. Jones and seconded by Michael Lottig authorizing Executive Borough Secretary Thomas D. Jones to notify PennDOT to consider the Berlin FY 2018-19 PennDOT Multi Modal Transportation Fund Grant Application for the next round of project selections.  Secretary Jones is authorized to make any revisions that are deemed necessary
Ayes: 6 
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 
New Business:
1) The Somerset County Boroughs Association will be hosting their Fall Social meeting Thursday, November 15, 2018 at the Oakhurst Grille and Event Center at 6:30 p.m. The EADS Group has donated to the Association to cover the dinner costs of any Borough Council Member, Mayor or Borough employee that wishes to attend.  Guests of those attending will have to pay for their own dinner.  The cost for those guests is $17.00 per person.
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by John Harding for any Council Member, the Mayor, Jr. Council Member, and any Borough employee, to attend the Somerset County Boroughs Association Fall Social Meeting at the Oakhurst Grille and Event Center on Thursday, November 15, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  There is no cost to attend the event.  Guest of those attending will pay $17.00 per person.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 
2) The Municipal Authority of the Borough of Berlin will be replacing waterlines on Cumberland Street from South Street extending south to approximately the vicinity of the Donald Ziegler property.  It is anticipated that the sidewalks will be dug up and will need to be replaced on the west side of Cumberland Street from South Street to, and including, 138 Cumberland Street, the Max Stone property.  The total length is approximately 173 feet.  The Municipal Authority will replace the sidewalks at no costs to the Borough, most likely in the Spring/Summer of 2019.  The Municipal Authority is requesting a variance in the sidewalk width as required by PennDOT, from five feet to four feet.  Jesse Theys and Bernie Nanna from PennDOT have indicated that PennDOT would likely honor this request.  Berlin Borough Ordinance No. 319A, and affirmed by Ordinance No. 343, sets forth widths, depths, lengths of sections, etc.  The width per the Ordinance is “a minimum of four feet.”
There was discussion by Council on the project and the consensus was to get information on replacing the curbs and making improvements in conformance with the Berlin Revitalization Project.  Secretary Jones was directed by Council to work with Kevin Yoder and AEG, LLC to provide options and preliminary cost estimates to Council for the Committee of the Whole Meeting scheduled for November 15th.  
3) Resolution eliminating police officer’s contribution to the Police Pension Plan for the year 2019.

RESOLUTION NO. 11012018-01

BERLIN BOROUGH

A RESOLUTION ELIMINATING POLICE OFFICERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

POLIC PENSION PLAN FOR THE YEAR 2019


WHEREAS, Act 600 previously provided for the elimination of members’ contributions if certain criteria were met, and;

WHEREAS, Act 30 Amended Act 600 by eliminating certain criteria for the elimination of contributions, and;

WHEREAS, the only criteria for the elimination of contributions according to act 30 are:



Any reduction or elimination of contributions shall be authorized



On an annual basis by resolution or ordinance, and;

WHEREAS, Berlin Borough has reviewed this amendment and criteria, and unanimously approves the elimination of members’ contributions by the Police Pension Plan members for the year 2019.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Berlin Borough does hereby ratify and affirm the elimination of members’ contributions to the Police Pension Plan by its members for the year 2019.

BE IT, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY RESOLVED,  this 1st day of November, 2018.

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to approve Resolution No. 11012018-01, eliminating Police Officers’ contributions to the police pension plan for the year 2019.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

4) Aleesa Fieg is planning to build a home on the lot owned Kevin & Gay Fieg on Shady Lane.  Aleesa has requested permission to place the water and sewer lines under the road from the north to the south side of Shady Lane and then across property owned by the Borough in the Shady Lane Subdivision, Lot #1.  This will enable her to connect up with the Municipal Authority of the Borough of Berlin lines on an adjoining property to Lot #1.  Council expressed no opposition, however, they directed Secretary Jones to ask Ms. Fieg to provide final plans and Council would then take action.
5) AMP is requesting that Berlin execute the AMP Fremont Energy Center Participation Certificate for the Gas Prepay relating to the AMP Fremont Energy Center.  This will allow AMP to enter into and prepay for long-term natural gas supply contracts for AFEC.
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by John Harding approving the execution of the AMP Fremont Energy Center Participation Certificate for the Gas Prepay.
Aye: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  
6) The 911 Motorola radios used by the Berlin Police department are expiring from the Motorola warranty on December 1, 2018.  BearCom has submitted a proposal for an extended warranty.  The cost is $32.000 per month, or an annual cost of $384.00
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig approving to purchase an extended warranty on the 911 Motorola radios used by the Berlin Police Department from BearCom for the amount of $32.00, or an annual cost of $384.00.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  
7) Dave Woglom, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Municipal Electric Association has requested that Executive Borough Secretary Thomas D. Jones travel to Tarentum, PA to make a presentation to the Tarentum Borough Council about the Berlin Municipal Electric System, the PMEA and the proposed restructuring of the PMEA.  The next Tarentum Borough Council meeting is on November 13th at 6:00 p.m.
Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by Michael Lottig approving Executive Borough Secretary Thomas D. Jones to travel to Tarentum Borough on November 13, 2018 to make a presentation to the Tarentum Borough Council about the Berlin Municipal Electric System, the PMEA and the proposed restructuring of the PMEA.  All travel costs will be paid for by the Borough of Berlin. 
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  
8) Solicitor Bradley Allison has prepared a draft “DEED OF RIGHT OF WAY AND EASEMENT AGREEMENT” between the Berlin Christian and Missionary Alliance Church and the Berlin Borough that will allow for the placement of the Berlin “Welcome” sign that is to be mounted on a large stone on the Church’s property along the north end of Broadway, entering Berlin traveling south on US 219.  A sum of $500.00 is to be given to the Church as consideration.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding approving the draft “DEED OF RIGHT OF WAY AND EASEMENT AGREEMENT” between the Berlin Christian and Missionary Alliance Church and the Berlin Borough for the consideration of $500.00 to be paid to by the Berlin Borough, subject to any minor revisions deemed necessary by Solicitor Bradley Allison.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  
9) The Borough owned Subaru car needs some body repairs due to rusting.  Johnny Walker of East End Body Repair has quoted $450.00 to make the repairs.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig approving the body repairs for rust to the Borough owned Subaru car by East End Body Repair for $450.00.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed

Council Member Thomas W. Jones had two items that he wanted Council to adjourn to executive session to discuss.  
Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by Thomas W. Jones_ to recess to executive session.
Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  

At 8:24 P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Executive Session (if needed)
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Clifford Horner to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  

At 8:27 P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to adjourn this Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council at 8:34 P.M.

Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed 
Note:  The next regular meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, December 6, 2018, beginning at 7:00 p.m., and the next scheduled meeting of the Berlin Borough Council Committee of the Whole is scheduled for 4:00 p.m., Thursday, November 15, 2018 at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.
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Executive Borough Secretary 
November 1, 2018
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