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OFFICIAL AND APPROVED MINUTES OF BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
April 18, 2019 – 4:00 P.M.
1. The President calls the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barbara Zerfoss

Present



Thomas L. Fisher             
Present


Michael A. Lottig      

Present


John Harding, Jr. 


Absent

Thomas W. Jones 
        
Present


Mayor Joseph Krause

Present


Clifford E. Horner

Present


Charles E. Rhodes 

Present


Also, in attendance: Thomas E. Glessner, Executive Borough Secretary and Cannon Hay the Jr. Council Member.

Members of the public: See the guest registry. 

Ben Scheller, Bob Platt, Russ Ebersole, Mary Brick, Karl Brick.
GUESTS:  
Bob Platt – CAD system.  
Discuss on revitalizing the maps. 

Street are to scale, and Lots are to scale.

Program has maps and curb boxes.

It hasn’t been updated in years possibly 5+ years of missing data.

How will it be updated?  No record other than note books from supervisors. 
Bob has worked with Tom G. with brief explanation of the system.

Tom Fisher asked if other employees are willing to work on CAD.

Joe Krause to check with Angel regarding use of CAD. 

Bob is willing to train someone on CAD system at no cost.

Rusty Ebersole- Dumpster & Garbage issue. 

Dumpster @ Lot across street “Valley View Comm.” Close to the shed why not do additional pick up every 3 days of garbage.  Lids are propped open, staff uses trash dumpsters, Dumpsters set close to street needs protection, suggested to rearrange dumpster location, customer stored multiple cans around back. He has had to put up with screaming and loud noises and issues from them, now a dumpster across the street.  He has 4 cats and baby diapers to put in garbage.  
Carl Brick – Excessive volume needs higher rate $$ or do pickup 3X with higher rate.

If they are out of town people should have a defined day to bring garbage to dumpsters.

People from Somerset bringing garbage in to dumpsters without account.

Tom Fisher/Joe Krause

Need to address the out of town people.

Dumpsters may not want to be placed there, but necessary for sanitation purposes.
Our customers do not have curb limits.   
Difficult to manage out of town customers to a specific day.  How would we?
Extra clean out – spring time in town people. 

There were 2 dumpsters, so we set a 3rd dumpster to try to control the volume especially on the weekend.
Joe Krause – said take away the dumpsters.

Tom G – said we are monitoring garbage at the HMR locations for volume to possibly reduce dumpster size.  Security system will help address issues at dumpsters.
Garbage committee to address options.

Items for Discussion Council President 

1. Marty Steach from CCIS has been notified to initiate property inspections from prior year. 

2. AMP – Contract for 2023-2027 – Complete and authorization emailed on 4/11/19 to AMP.

3. Spring Newsletter – Review and Approve.  Letter has been approved by council.
4. Land use permits requested – 3. 

Mayor Note to the public 

Citations will be issued beginning the end of April - only 4 residents left to complete from last year.

Additional ordinance violations have been noted and will be issued notices next week.

There is a property at 1020 East main Street Marker that needs a property letter.

COMMITTEE Reporting to follow: 
ELECTRIC & EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE – Michael Lottig – (Chair) 

1. Committee Meeting conducted 4/9/2019 – Michael Lottig, Clifford Horner, and Tom Glessner in attendance, Thomas Fisher unable to attend.
2. Project list completed for the Committee.

3. Telephone pole order – 24 total poles received.

4. West Side Grid Maintenance continues.
5. Electric Pole replacement on PennDOT roads require 18” setback from the Curb.
6. Cumberland St.- requires separate Permit for poles with an exception to the setback.
7. Security Camera system quote requested for Generator location and Switching equipment. 

8. Property assignment from Scott Fieg to be conducted.
GARBAGE COMMITTEE – John Harding – (Chair) 

Charles Rhodes – council President commented.

1. Committee Meeting conducted 4/9/2019 – Michael Lottig, Clifford Horner, Tom Glessner in attendance, John Harding unable to attend.
2. Council approved dumpsters on 4/4/2019 for Valley Community Services – 2 locations.

3. Resident Complaint – filed on HMR Property.
4. Security Camera System quote requested to monitor Maintenance Buildings and Dumpsters.

5. Dumpsters at the shop – daily monitoring commenced on 3/25 and continues through today.  
There were 2 Dumpsters present from 3/25 to 4/4 and on 4/5 a third dumpster was set to address the volume over the weekends.  We will continue to monitor volumes of all dumpsters.  
Tom G - Continue to monitor and review HMR.
PERSONNEL & FINANCE COMMITTEE – Clifford Horner - (Chair)

1. Committee Meeting conducted 4/9/2019 – Michael Lottig, Clifford Horner, and Tom Glessner in attendance, Barb Zerfoss unable to attend. Discussion to address billing rates and funds.

2. Jessica Vaugh – hire date 4/8/2019.

3. Deposit Account opened 4/5/2019.

STREETS, STORM SEWERS & SIDEWALK – Barb Zerfoss - (Chair)
1. Committee Meeting conducted 4/12/2019 Barb Zerfoss, Thomas Jones, Charles Rhodes, and Tom Glessner attended.  John Harding unable to attend.  Direction and procedures for AEG.
2. Committee Meeting 4/16/2019 – Thomas Jones, Thomas Fisher, Tom Glessner.  Barb Zerfoss and John Harding unable to attend. Update on Permits for Cumberland street project and Columbia Gas Project. Planned committee meeting 4/23/2019 for the Revitalization project.
3. Street committee and Charles reviewed the alleys at High & Main St. and Division street. 
4. Right of entry form – for Main St. revitalization project provided by Solicitor.
5. Meeting 5/9 6PM to be mailed to property owners and residents of revitalization project.

6. Residents concern Tractor Trailers turning on Main St. and then High St. due to 219 closure.  
High street – open discussion to open the alley – will be addressed at next meeting.
Tom Fisher discussed with Reon Engleka regarding the coal trucks.  Tom Fisher agreed to allow Reon to park on sidewalk while replacing his roof.  Police will be notified, and truck or trailer will not be parked overnight.  Tom F said he could park at the borough office overnight.  
Kevin Yoder could do cost estimate on installing alley.

Committee members to speak with residents regarding alley.

There is a pothole at Main St. and Penmar that needs to be addressed.

FIRE & POLICE COMMITTEE – Thomas Fisher - (Chair)

1. Somerset County Grant to provide police with notebooks, car mounts, printers, and docking station – date has not been determined.
2. Thomas Fisher – Contacted Fire Department and offered attendance at meetings.

3. Police officers titles to be formalized.  

Police Contract does not require titles or pay associated with titles Joe Krause said pay is not what the officers Willie and Rodney are looking for. Tom Fisher to review contract.

HOUSE COMMITTEE – Thomas W. Jones – (Chair)  
1. Security Camera system, quote requested for Borough building, Maintenance buildings, Dumpsters, and the Generator and Switching equipment.

2. HB-11 legislature to eliminate nuclear power plant in Pennsylvania.
3. Overhead door quote received for Maintenance Building to park Bucket trucks.
4. Repair/Painting quote requested for Hut building.
Discussion initiated on repairing the current door to allow 2 bucket trucks to park in the building the height is limited to 12’ and 2x4 is used to prop door up.  The new door will decrease the possibility of damage.  Repair cost is approximately $1,640.49 and new door cost is $4,170.45. 

The discussion pertaining to the overhead door quotes led to a motion to install a new door.

Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Michael Lottig to approve the installation of a new door on the electric building at a cost of $4,170.45.

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0

Motion Carried 

Discussion on Security cameras will address the borough building, but there is a bush at the upper door that obstructs the view of the current bush.  Confer with fire department as they were not happy about removing bushes the last time. 
Tom G – to find and Quote more on repair and paint of the Hut building.  Gary Will declined to paint, but offered to repair.  Cliff Horner offered Somerset Pressure Washers from Shanksville.

Jail building – Council discussed roof replacement and potential cost.  Is the roof asbestos and what will it cost to replace?  Tom G to get Gary Will to review and Quote.  Tom G to get Quote for painting the building.

Tom Jones presented letter from State Representative 

Discussion on PMEA.

Land use around the Generators was discussed.  
Nancey Probelsky property is next to the generator.  
Tom G to research – possible contaminated oil or prior hazardous materials.

Executive Session (if required)
No executive session required.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Thomas Fisher to adjourn the meeting.

Aye: 6
Nay: 0
Motion CARRIED
The meeting was adjourned at 5:23 p.m.

Note:  The next regularly scheduled monthly Council Meeting is Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.; the next Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, May 16, 2019, beginning at 4:00 p.m. at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.
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