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OFFICIAL AND APPROVED MINUTES OF THE BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
May 2, 2019    - 7:00 p.m.________________________________________
1. The President calls the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barbara Zerfoss

Present



Thomas L. Fisher             
Present


Michael A. Lottig      

Present



John Harding, Jr. 

Present leave at 8:40pm

Thomas W. Jones 
        
Present



Mayor Joseph Krause

Present


Clifford E. Horner

Present


Charles E. Rhodes 

Present


Also, in attendance is Thomas E. Glessner, Executive Borough Secretary.

Cannon Hay. Jr. Council Member was not in attendance.
Executive Session proposed time. Will be held after we hear from the citizens. 
Members of the public: See the Guest Registry. 
Citizen’s Comments: The following have asked to address the Council:
Eric Lauer – Mr. Lauer would like to discuss to notify council of his plans improve the little league field.  Josh Milburn will be assisting him, and they have received a GRANT from the Pittsburgh Pirates foundation in the amount of $5,000 and they will also receive $5,000 matching funds from the school.  Jason Ickes will provide use of a grader as needed.  The drainage will be improved from Left to Right field pole around the fence to 10th street.  If the borough employees could help when needed there are funds in the grant to pay for manpower and Fuel can also be paid.  Joe to look at the project to determine best access to the drainage.
Dave Ebersole – Would like to voice the opinion of the neighbors regarding the Dumpsters and the volume of material and debris.  Items like Kitchen cabinets, furniture and demo material are being put in the dumpsters or sat along side of the dumpsters.  The volume on the weekend has become even greater.   There are cars parked illegally and notice to cops.  What is going to be done about it?  

Response: HMR Home and White Horse area have been addressed with Valley communications.  Smaller dumpster is to be placed back at Stewart St. next to the shop.  The current security camera has identified some violators.  Contractors have received a phone call and letters will be sent to follow-up.  Security Camera system we have requested quotes for the borough building, shop, generator, and switching area.  

Brian Bechtel – Not Present
Ben Scheller – 81 and would like to voice his objection to opening the Alley from Bingman home to Division Street. The unnamed alley Ben has maintained for years, with no through traffic and it dead ends at Joe Bingman’s house.  Ben stated it will require improvements issue from Blacktop or it can be divided into adjacent owners 1/3 1/3 1/3.  There are other issues and cost like the utility pole on 16th Street, snow plowing, and garbage truck access.  He noted there are legally only 2 ways to open and it would be devaluation of his property.  He referenced a letter from 12/31/2018 from prior secretary, referencing section 1724b of the Borough Code. Also included is the survey map of the properties and the % map provided to Ben by prior Exec. Secretary. 
Ben Scheller provided 3 exhibits to council see attached: 
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Joe Bingman – Wants the alleyway open 

Derek Bingman

Todd Dively – spoke on behalf of Bingman, referencing when Dr. close owned the property, and what it was like when his father was alive. And that the Gardner’s want access by the alley also as a means of convenience from their back yard.  

 Amy Dively – spoke to address having both front and rear access to the property and in case of fire or if they want a garage.  The nearest fire hydrant is on the corner of Division St.  
Ben Scheller – said it should revert to the property owners and it is eminent domain only.

Ben Scheller - also produced his deed to the property and a copy of the deed of the Gardner’s.  Charles Rhodes took a copy to review.
Ben Scheller provided additional exhibits his Deed and Gardner’s to council see attached: 

Ben Scheller Deed attached.
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Gardner Deed attached.
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Charles Rhodes asked council if they understood and are prepared to vote.

Barb Zerfoss said it should be discussed by council 
Discussion by Tom Fisher, Joe Krause, and Todd Dively continued.

Charles Rhodes – Council President – Notified all guests that a vote would be postponed until June 6th, 2019.  

Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the April 4, 2019 Regular Borough Council Meeting were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 1)
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Thomas Fisher to approve and accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council held at 7:00 P.M. and dated April 4, 2019.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion CARRIED
Minutes of the April 18, 2019 Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 2)
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to approve and accept the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council held at 4:00 P.M. and dated April 18, 2019.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion CARRIED
President’s Report 
CCIS Activity Report – CCIS report for April 2019. (Exhibit 3)
Property Maintenance & Building Code Complaints – 
Marty Steach from CCIS has completed inspections at the following locations:  

Tom G. has worked with Residents to address properties violations and direction:

CCIS has issued letters in accordance with 30-day notice to conform to legal notices.

 A list of property owners and comments. (Exhibit 4)
There are additional properties that require letters of notice - Tom G to issue and schedule inspections with CCIS.   
Newsletters printed and mailing them out on May 6, 2019. 
Letters for Community Meeting 5/9/2019 at 6pm regarding revitalization plan mailed to property owners and residents. 

Are there any questions or comments? 
 Mayor’s Report: Mayor Joseph G. Krause 
From April 1 through April 30, 2019:
Officers were dispatched for 67 calls.

Officers investigated 7 incidents.  6 of these are now closed.

Traffic Stops 4 were conducted.   4 Warnings were issued.  0 Citations were issued.
Parking tickets 0 were issued.

Non-Traffic citations issued. 0
Borough Ordinance Violation citations issued. 0

Persons arrested. 0
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to approve and accept the Police Report as presented.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion CARRIED

Committees:

GARBAGE COMMITTEE – John Harding – (Chair) 
1. Monitoring of Dumpster use and review of Camera activity at the maintenance facility since our last meeting has provided the following information.

a. Majority of the use is from local residents with excess garbage and single bag usage on non-scheduled days.

b. One non-paying customer was identified, and citation has been issued.

c. Resident Contractors have been identified and will be sent notice letters regarding commercial and demolition material.  Mayor Joe Krause has contacted some of the contractors directly.    

2. Signage for Ladies Auxiliary dumpster has been posted.
3. Dumpsters at the shop – have been emptied on weekends while monitoring continues.

4. Security system quotes from 2 vendors have been requested.

5. Additional Lighting is being reviewed at the shop to luminate the lot.  

6. The dumpster at HMR home at 1923 White Horse Rd, has provided better service.

7. HMR 742 Stewart St. – Monitoring continues 1 4 yd. Dumpster in use. (Sanitary issues)

Discussion was to Keep – Smaller Dumpster

ELECTRIC & EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE – Michael Lottig - Chairperson 

Generator Update – the generator report of hours was not available for the meeting. 

Individual emails confirm that on 4/4/2019 - The generators at Berlin Borough tested for 15 minutes without load. No issues were seen remotely. And on 4/25/2019 The units at Berlin Borough tested successfully with load for a 30 minutes duration period. No issues were seen remotely.
1. On April 24, 2019 – Josh Burns, Robert Tugwell, Brian Wiedenhoft, and Tom Glessner conferenced to address the “Single Point of Failure” PowerSecure identified.  Determination was to install a new and redundant 48V battery backup.  We must pour a 4’X5’ cement pad to secure the cabinet provided by PowerSecure.  Brian will prepare the cabinet for connection.

2. Harry Phillips Director of Marketing with AMP – visited on April 24, 2019.  He provided update on information requests and contracted power supply.  He provides direct contact for Berlin Borough in relation to AMP. 
3. Marc Gerken President and CEO for AMP submitted his resignation in conjunction with a 1-year succession plan.  

4. Thermal imaging of the electric system is still on schedule for next month in conjunction with Power Secure preferably when a Load is present on the Generators.  Cody Crosse from AMP will need 3-4 hours to review the system. Tom G will coordinate.
5. Security system quotes have been requested and fencing quotes still need to be addressed.
A Council Member asked who are quotes from (Security One and Rampart Security)

PERSONNEL & FINANCE COMMITTEE – Clifford Horner- (Chair)
1) Property Maintenance Complaints & Right to Know Law Requests Cost Summary:
The Borough has incurred $100.00 in attorney expenses and $0.00 Borough employee expenses in addressing Right-to-Know requests.  Also $130.00 in CCIS fees to post violation notices and $525.00 in Property Maintenance Complaints for a total of $755.00 for the month of April 2019.  The total year to date for 2019 is $1210.00. (Exhibit 5)
2) Treasurer’s Report and Bills: – The reports for April 2019 were included in the Council Meeting Packets (Exhibit 6 &7).  Are there any questions or comments? 

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding to approve the bills and Treasurer’s Report as specified on Exhibit 6 & 7.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion CARRIED

STREETS, STORM SEWERS & SIDEWALK – Barb Zerfoss (Chair)
1. Alleyway update on South Division Street. – See discussion and notes from guests.
2. Alleyway update on Fletcher street around to 180 Main St.

3. Cumberland Street pole permit received from PennDOT – 1 of 3 poles have been replaced.

4. Cumberland Street sidewalk and curb - application has been sent – waiting on permit.  Cumberland street project estimate $67K of which $36K is Borough portion, bidding expected within 15-30 days after permit.
5. Columbia Gas project is in the works - Kevin Yoder to forward email from Columbia Gas regarding timing, trees have been removed, driveway issues at 1311to be addressed, and application needs to be sent waiting on Columbia gas.
6. Street committee meetings weekly to address projects, and plan for community meeting revitalization.

7. Streetlights on West main and other areas. – Tom Jones commented that the lights are residential, and we should look at a commercial grade light.
8. Pius Springs and Fairman Chiropractic building issues. Tom Jones – said we should be very cautious with this area during construction. Contractor Huston did work for Fairman  
9. Main street 1st avenue discussion.

Tom Fisher and Tom Jones discussion over 1st Avenue.
Charles Rhodes asked what streets are paving this year?  Tom G – explained a plan is in place for Brubaker and South street to be paved and he is waiting on George Spinelli to determine amount.
FIRE & POLICE COMMITTEE – Thomas Fisher (Chair)
1. Update on Somerset county grant to provide computer equipment for police.

2. School invoiced $2,625.00 - 75 hours service provided in April per contract. 
3. Police – Officers title formalized.
Erik Kieta – from the Daily American spoke with Mayor Krause why officers were given titles?  Said it would be in the paper.  

HOUSE COMMITTEE – Thomas W. Jones – (Chair)  
1. Security Camera systems – waiting on Quotes.

2. Quotes to improve subbase for parking lot replacement at Maintenance building.

a. Removal and hauling of blacktop and current subbase material need quote. 
b. New Enterprise quote for stone material and hauling.

c. Construction material quote for fabric underlayment.

3. Hut repair quote and Painting quote.
a. Gary Will repair quote.

b. Somerset pressure washing quote.
4. Jail house repair quotes.

a. Gary will roof repair quote.

b. Somerset pressure washing quote.

5. Door waiting on door installation to be scheduled-approved at last meeting. – Tom G. explained door would take 5/6 weeks before getting installed.
Tom Jones – brought to council attention that Elizabeth Schultz is scheduled on 5/23 to discuss the historical preservation and process.  He invited council members to join in the meeting and Bill Calhoun who council members know will also be in attendance.

Charles Rhodes Council President asked if Tom G was prepared to move forward on quotes and then said someone should make a motion.
Motion by Cliff Horner and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to approve the repairs by Gary Will in the amount of $940.00 and the painting by Somerset Pressure Washing in the amount of $7,210.00 as quoted for the Quonset Hut as outlined in the quote packet. 
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0

Motion: CARRIED 

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding to approve the repairs by Gary Will in the amount of $650.00 and the painting by Somerset Pressure Washing in the amount of $7,025.00 as quoted for the Jail/Electric Storage building as outlined in the quote packet. 
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0

Motion: CARRIED 

Motion by Tom Fisher and seconded by John Harding to approve the additional cost to improve the subbase of the parking lot by New Enterprise in the amount of $3,168.00 and additional base in the amount of $1,584.00.  And for Construction supply to provide Fiber Base in the amount of $800.00 and Fogle Excavating in the amount of $1,128.00 as outlined in the quote packet. 
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0

Motion: CARRIED 

Executive Session 

There are contractual and personnel matters that Council needs to discuss privately.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Tom Fisher to recess to executive session.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0

Motion: CARRIED 

At 8:43 P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Motion by Tom Fisher and seconded by Michael Lottig to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes: 6

Nays: 0

Motion: CARRIED 

At 8:50P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

Tom Jones – made comment that streetlights need to be investigated for Commercial vs Residential.  And that it was already agreed that no receptacles will be in the base of the poles.

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Cliff Horner to adjourn this Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council at _9:04 P.M.

Ayes: 6

Nays: 0

Motion: CARRIED 

Note:  The next regular meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, June 6, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m., and the next scheduled meeting of the Berlin Borough Council Committee of the Whole is scheduled for 4:00 p.m., Thursday, May 16, 2019 at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.
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