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OFICIAL AND APPROVED MINUTES
BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING
February 7, 2019    - 7:00 p.m.
1. The President called the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barb Zerfoss



Present
Thomas L. Fisher             

Present
Michael A. Lottig      


Present
John Harding, Jr. 


Present
Thomas W. Jones 
                    
Present
Mayor Joseph Krause


Present
Clifford E. Horner


Present
Charles E. Rhodes 


Present
Also in attendance is Thomas D. Jones, Executive Borough Secretary and Solicitor Bradley Allison.
Members of the public:  please see the attached guest register
Citizen’s Comments:

The following have asked to address the Council:
Markus Yuko & Emaline Diehl - Somerset Trust Company –a proposal for opening new checking accounts with Somerset Trust Company was presented.
Bill Callihan - western Pennsylvania community preservation coordinator for the Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office – Mr. Callihan presented information on historic preservation for areas or locations in a municipality.  Pros and cons on the National Historic District Register or doing something locally was discussed.  It was his opinion that a State or local historic designation would be best for Berlin.  After discussion, Council decided it would be best to put together a committee of Council members, members of the Berlin Historical Society, and some residents and have a kick-off meeting to formulate a plan for the future.  Mr. Callihan will attend that meeting.  Council will discuss at a future Committee of the Whole meeting.
Curtis Morgese – candidate for Somerset County Commissioner – Mr. Morgese discussed his background and why he is running for office.

There were contractual and personnel matters that Council needed to discuss privately.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to recess to executive session.
Ayes: 7
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  

At 7:46 P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Executive Session 
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Thomas Fisher to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

At 8:35 P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

NOTE:  Solicitor Bradley Allison left the meeting.

Kevin Yoder, AEG, LLC – Cumberland Street, East Main Columbia Gas Project, and Phase I Berlin Revitalization Project Updates – a cost of estimate of approximately $121,000 to replace sidewalks and curbs on Cumberland Street from the intersection of Main Street and extending South to the end of the Max Stone property for the West side of the Street was discussed.  This would be approximately $25,000 to be paid for the Municipal Authority of Berlin and the balance to be paid for by the Borough.  Main Street to South Street construction costs would be approximately $63,000.  It was suggested that Secretary Jones talk to the School District about ideas for sidewalks and lights in front of the high school.
Motion by Thomas Jones and seconded by Michael Lottig to replace the curbs and sidewalks from the South side of South Street extending to the end of the Max Stone property.  The walk is to be 56 inches wide gray broom finished concrete, and the grass strip will be replaced with a 24 wide inch stamped red brick concrete pattern, with 3 decorative lights to be placed like the ones used on West Main Street.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  
NOTE: Kevin Yoder will revise the engineering drawings and attend the February 21st Committee of the Whole meeting for final approval of the plans for submittal of a permit to PennDOT.
Approval of Minutes:

Minutes of the January 3, 2019 Regular Borough Council Meeting were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 1)
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to approve and accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council held at 7:00 P.M. and dated January 3, 2019.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Minutes of the January 17, 2019 Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 2)
Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by John Harding to approve and accept the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council dated January 17, 2019.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 

Minutes of the February 4, 2019 Berlin Borough Council Special Meeting were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 3)
Motion by Thomas Jones and seconded by Clifford Horner to approve and accept the minutes of the Berlin Borough Council Special Meeting dated February 4, 2019.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
President’s Report 
CCIS Activity Report – CCIS report for January 2019. (Exhibit 4) there were no questions or comments
Property Maintenance & Building Code Complaints – the Borough received no property maintenance or building code complaints during January.  Follow-up letters for potentially blighted properties were sent to12 property owners informing them that the properties would be inspected sometime after March 31, 2019 to see if satisfactory progress is being made to alleviate blighted conditions.  Also, 13 letters were sent to property owners about the accumulation of junk, automobiles, appliances, tires, etc. informing the owners that inspections will be made after April 30, 2019.  Mayor Krause has talked to some of these property owners.  These properties and blighted properties will be issued citations if satisfactory progress has not been made when inspections are done in the spring.
Secretary Jones reported he received a phone call from the CCIS Somerset office complaining of a phone call received by Barb Zerfoss.  Ms. Zerfoss asked for information on the Diamond Mini Mart construction going on and stated that she was going to report CCIS to the PA Department of Labor & Industry for not doing their job with building permits and inspection.  Secretary Jones admonished Ms. Zerfoss for not contacting the Borough office about this matter instead of CCIS per the established Borough procedures concerning building permit claims.  He reminded Council that they should not be acting alone as a council member, but only with council direction and approval.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Joseph G. Krause 
From January 1 through January 31, 2019:
Officers were dispatched for 54 calls.

Officers investigated 9 incidents.  9 of these are now closed.

5 Traffic Stops were conducted.   5 Warnings were issued.  0 Citations were issued.
0 Parking tickets were issued.

1 Non-Traffic citations were issued.
1 Borough Ordinance Violation citation was issued.
1 Person was arrested.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding to approve and accept the Police Report as presented.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

Administrative Business:
1) Property Maintenance Complaints & Right To Know Law Requests Cost Summary:
The Borough has incurred $0.00 in attorney expenses and $70.00 in Borough employee expenses for a total of $70.00 in addressing Right-to-Know requests and Property Maintenance Complaints for the month of January 2019.  The total year to date for 2019 is $70.00. (Exhibit 5)
2) Treasurer’s Report and Bills: – the reports for January 2019 were included in the Council Meeting Packets (Exhibit 6).  There were no comments or questions.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to approve the bills and Treasurer’s Report as specified on Exhibits 6.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 
Motion Passed
Old Business:
1) Berlin still has a vacant auditor position.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to appoint Roger Clarke as auditor for the Borough of Berlin.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 
Motion Passed

2) Nomination petitions for elected offices will be available for pickup in the Election Office beginning on February 4, 2019.  The last day to register before the primary is April 22nd, and the Municipal Primary will be held on May 21st.

3) PMEA Restructuring – a summary of the Berlin Municipal Electric System and a summary of qualification for Council Member Thomas W. Jones has been prepared for submittal to PMEA for Berlin’s nomination to serve as a member of the PMEA Executive Board of Directors.  This was forwarded on Friday, February 8th.
New Business:
1) Recap of January generator operations and Peak Shaving – the generators were operated for approximately 7 hours for testing and 22 hours for load management.  The 1CP peak was captured at hour ending 17 (6:00-700 P.M.) on January 30th.  The generators operated at maximum efficiency during that time.  The load from Penelec during that would have been in excess of 4,200 kilowatts.
2) PSAB Annual Conference is June 9-12, 2019 at the Hershey Lodge.  The registration deadline is May 27, 2019.

3) Jim Russells from Reel Time Entertainment forwarded information on movie rentals for 2019.  A 25% discount is offered if a movie is booked by February 15th.  Council took no action at this time – whether to have movie night or not for 2019 will be discussed at future meeting.
There were contractual and personnel matters that Council needs to discuss privately.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Clifford Horner to recess to executive session.
Ayes: 7
Nay:  0
Motion Passed  

At 9:53 P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Executive Session 
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes:  7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

At 10:37 P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

Motion by Thomas W. Jones and seconded by Thomas Fisher for the Council to re-establish various committees.  President Charles Rhodes will take under advisement Council members wishes to serve on select committees and will make the appointments at the Committee of the whole meeting to be held on February 21, 2019.
Ayes:  7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Clifford Horner to pay Secretary Thomas D. Jones in full for any unused sick pay hours he has accrued, in accordance with the Berlin non-uniformed benefits policy.
Ayes:  7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Michael Lottig for Thomas D. Jones to attend the Southern Alleghenies Planning & Development Commission on Wednesday, February 13th in Altoona, and the Public Information Officer training in Somerset on February 16th in Somerset.  Mr. Jones will be reimbursed for expenses to attend these meetings and will paid at the hourly rate agreed upon with the Borough in his advisory capacity with the Borough after his employment ends.
Ayes:  7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to adjourn this Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council at 10:49 P.M.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Note:  The next regular meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, March 7, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m., and the next scheduled meeting of the Berlin Borough Council Committee of the Whole is scheduled for 4:00 p.m., Thursday, February 21, 2019 at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.

