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Official and Approved Minutes 
BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
November 5, 2015     -     7:00 p.m. 
1. The President calls the meeting to order.
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.
3. President Kerrie Broderick offers a non-denominational prayer.
ROLL CALL 
Barb Zerfoss 
Thomas Fisher           Roger Clarke       
John Harding, Jr. (Absent) 
Eric Glotfelty  (Absent)     Mayor Joseph Krause 
Brett Custer  
Kerrie Broderick / President 
Also in attendance were: 
Terry Metzgar, Borough Executive Secretary 
Members of the public: See Attached Roster 
Citizen Comments: 
The following residents have asked to address the Council: 
Pat Pelar with his attorney Jim Jacobs 
Attorney Jacobs represents Pat Pelar, owner of East End tavern and he is asking that the Council adopt an amendment to Ordinance 325 that would pre-empt the PLCB enforcement of noise violations and return noise enforcement to local control. 
Council agreed to consider this amendment after review by our solicitor. 
Resident Tom Jones asked to be placed on the agenda for the December Council Meeting. 
Minutes of the October 1, 2015 Regular Borough Council meeting for review. (Exhibit P6) 
 
Motion by Tom Fisher and seconded by Brett Custer to approve and accept the minutes of Berlin Borough Council Meeting dated October 1, 2015. 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed 
 
 
 
 
 
President’s Report  
 
 
Notable Upcoming Events: 
 
Please note that due to the football play-offs, Berlin’s Light-Up Night has been changed from November 20 to November 21 at 7:00 PM 
 
The BVFD Farm Toy Show is November 7, 2015 from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. 
 
The Pius Springs Women’s Club Christmas Tour is on November 14 and 15. 
 
 
Please note that we had an Act 8 Meeting with the Berlin Volunteer Fire Department on 102816 at 17:15. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
 
Kerrie Broderick / President of the Berlin Borough Council 
Terry Metzgar / Executive Secretary, Borough of Berlin  
Brad Flick / BVFD President 
Greg Croner / BVFD Treasurer 
 
In accordance with the provisions of House Bill Number 1133 of 2007, BVFD presented Berlin Borough with an itemized listing of all expenditures. 
 
There was discussion and agreement on the current emergency services needs for the borough and surrounding areas. 
 
 
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to contribute $3,500 to the Berlin Volunteer Fire Department 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to contribute $300 to the Berlin Ambulance Association. 
Ayes: 5 Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
The Berlin Borough proposed 2016 budget is attached for your review. This budget maintains an unchanged tax rate of 1.5 mills, which is among the lowest of any borough in the county. 
Motion by Brett Custer and seconded by Tom Fisher acknowledging receipt of, and tentatively approving the 2016 budget for the Borough of Berlin, with final action on the budget scheduled to be taken at the December 3, 2015, Borough Council Meeting. (Exhibit P37) 
Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Barb Zerfoss directing the legal advertising of proposed Berlin Borough Ordinance No. 338 relative to establishing the real property tax rate for 2016 at 1.5 mills. 
Aye: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed 
Motion by Brett Custer and seconded by Roger Clarke that the Borough of Berlin provide a $25.00 gift certificate to each working Berlin Borough employee for the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday; and furthermore, that the Borough of Berlin provide a $100.00 payment to each full-time Berlin Borough employee for the upcoming Christmas holiday in appreciation of their service to the Borough of Berlin.  
Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
The Somerset County Boroughs Association meets on November 19, 2015 at 6:30 PM at Oakhurst Tea Room. Could you please notify Cindy if you wish to attend? 
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Roger Clarke to pay expenses for borough council members, borough secretary, and treasurer at the SCBA meeting on 111915 (Exhibit P13) Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion 
Passed 
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Tom Fisher approving the expenditure of $100 of Berlin Borough funds for items to be provided to the Somerset County Boroughs Association toward the Association’s fund raising efforts. 
Ayes: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
The Somerset County Emergency Management Agency is requesting that all municipalities adopt the county-wide Hazard Mitigation Plan. Without adopting this plan or formulating our own, we would not be eligible for disaster recovery grants. 
 
Somerset County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Municipal Adoption Resolution 
 
Resolution No. 110515 
The Borough of Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania is most vulnerable to natural and human-made hazards which may result in loss of life and property, economic hardship, and threats to public health and safety, and 
WHEREAS, Section 322 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) requires state and local governments to develop and submit for approval to the President a mitigation plan that outlines processes for identifying their respective natural hazards, risks, and vulnerabilities, and 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Berlin acknowledges the requirements of Section 322 of DMA 2000 to have an approved Hazard Mitigation Plan as a prerequisite to receiving post-disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds, and 
WHEREAS, the Somerset County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan has been developed by the 
Somerset County Commissioners and the Somerset County Emergency Management Agency in cooperation with other county departments, and officials and citizens of the Borough of Berlin and 
WHEREAS, a public involvement process consistent with the requirements of DMA 2000 was conducted to develop the Somerset County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan, and 
WHEREAS, the Somerset County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan recommends mitigation activities that will reduce losses to life and property affected by both natural and human-made hazards that face the County and its municipal governments, 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body for the Borough of Berlin: 
· The Somerset County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan is hereby adopted as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan of the Borough of Berlin, and 
· The respective officials and agencies identified in the implementation strategy of the Somerset County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan are hereby directed to implement the recommended activities assigned to them. 
ADOPTED, this 5th day of November, 2015 
 
 
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Tom Fisher to approve and accept Resolution 110515 as presented. Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Barb Zerfoss 
Yes: Thomas Fisher           
Yes: Roger Clarke         
Yes: Brett Custer  
Yes: Kerrie Broderick 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Joseph Krause 
For the month of October 2015:  
Police answered 24 calls. 
5 people were arrested. 
2 non traffic citations were issued. 
27 Traffic stops were conducted with 16 warnings and 11 citations. 
Motion by Brett Custer and seconded by Roger Clarke to approve and accept the Police Report as presented. Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed 
Committee Reports: 
Electric & Equipment Brett Custer (Chair) 
Internal Generation Update. 
Still awaiting the Generation RFP back from the solicitor. 
PERSONNEL & FINANCE 
Thomas Fisher (Chair)  
Treasurer’s Report and Bills: 
Motion by Brett Custer and seconded by Roger Clarke to approve the bills and Treasurer’s Report as specified on Exhibit P16. 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed 
FIRE & GARBAGE 
Roger Clarke (Chair) 
 
 
 
 
BUILDING PERMIT & PROPERTY  
John Harding (Chair)  
 
CCIS Activity Report. (Exhibit P17) 
 
 
HOUSE        
Barb Zerfoss (Chair) 
 
 
STREETS, STORM SEWERS & SIDEWALKS  
Eric Glotfelty (Chair) 
 
Upcoming projects are as follows: 
 
The Prospective water tap at the new Dollar General Site is still pending payment. Continued electric clearance trimming as time allows. 
 
Our existing submersible pump is in need of replacement. Attached are two quotes. Would you consider a replacement unit? 
 
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to purchase a new 1 HP submersible pump at the COSTAR Certified price of $930 with the cost evenly split between the Borough and the Municipal Authority and contingent upon approval from the Municipal Authority. 
Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
 
 
 
POLICE   
Brett Custer (Chair) 
All is well with our Police Force operating in an exemplary fashion. 
 
 
PLANNING & PROJECT   
Barb Zerfoss (Chair) 
 
Barb mentioned that there are dead limbs that need gathered at several places along borough streets. 
 
	The Council directed the borough secretary to check with PennDOT on trimming along Main 

	and Cumberland. 
	


 
	The Council also directed the borough secretary to investigate, document, and report any safety 

	hazards associated with the new pole line along Diamond, Main, and Cumberland Streets. This

	in an effort to safeguard borough residents and the integrity of our electric distribution plant. 
	


  
At 07:44 PM the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Tom Fisher to adjourn to executive session. Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to reconvene the regular meeting. Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
At 08:29 PM, the council reconvened the regular meeting. 
Motion by Brett Custer and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to change Wade Lensbouer’s labor classification from Seasonal to Part Time. 
Ayes: 5 
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed 
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Tom Fisher to hire Attorney Carl Beard as our Labor Negotiator. 
Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Tom Fisher hire Attorney Brad Allison as our Special Counsel. 
Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
Motion by Roger Clarke and seconded by Brett Custer to accept the following Electric Meter Stipend Memorandum of Agreement with the Allegheny Regional Joint Board Retail, Wholesale Department Store Union. 
Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
ELECTRIC METER STIPEND 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
For the remaining term of the January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2016 Labor 
Agreement, the Borough shall continue the practice of paying a $10.00 per meter change stipend when the employees disconnect and/or reconnect an electric meter. This task is currently done by Chad Lowery and Joe Krause. · 
Motion by Brett Custer and seconded by Roger Clarke to adjourn this Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council at 08:32 PM. 
Aye: 5 
Nay: 0 
Motion Passed 
Note:  The next regular meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for December 3, 2015, beginning at 7:00 p.m., at the Berlin Borough Council conference/meeting room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania. 
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Terry L. Metzgar
Executive Borough Secretary
November 5, 2015
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Guest Registry 
Berlin Borough Council Meeting 
November 5, 2015 
Please print 
Address 
Tele 
hone 
Email 
If you would like to address the Council, please enter your name and the subject that you wish to 
discuss here: 
Thank You for attending the Berlin Borough Council Meeting. 
Your input is both welcomed and appreciated. 
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