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OFFICIAL AND APPROVED MINUTES
BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
February 21, 2019 – 4:00 P.M.
1. The President called the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barbara Zerfoss



Present


Thomas L. Fisher             


Present
Michael A. Lottig      



Present
John Harding, Jr. 



Present
Thomas W. Jones 
        


Present
Mayor Joseph Krause



Present
Clifford E. Horner



Present
Charles E. Rhodes 



Present
Also in attendance:

Thomas D. Jones, Executive Borough Secretary and Treasurer Cindy Flamm
Members of the public in attendance:  please see the attached guest register
GUESTS:  
Jim Sarver – water and sewer connections on Brubaker Street – Mr. Sarver is placing a mobile home on property adjoining Brubaker Street and asked permission to dig a trench to run a water line along Brubaker Street on Borough right of way from Hay Street extending West to the property belonging to John Walker.  He also asked to dig in the Street as is necessary for his sanitary sewer tap in.

Motion by and seconded by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to allow Jim Sarver to dig a trench in the Borough right of way along Brubaker Street to install a water line to the property owned by John Walker and to dig in the street as is necessary for a sanitary sewer tap-in.
Ayes: 7
Nays:  0
Motion Passed  
Kevin Yoder, AEG, LLC – Mr. Yoder presented preliminary plans for Phase I of the Berlin Revitalization Project from the Upper Diamond to Vine Street.  He proposed a 48” red stamped brick pattern adjoining the curb, with the balance of the sidewalk t of gray broom finished concrete.  Decorative lights, trash cans, park benches, etc. will be considered.  Plans were reviewed for the Columbia Gas East Main Street project and the Cumberland Street project.
NOTE:  Mr. Yoder left the meeting at approximately 4:39 p.m.
The Council had personnel matters to discuss and to conduct interviews and therefore recessed to executive session.

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding to recess to executive session.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  
At 4:40 P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Executive Session

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Thomas Fisher to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

At 5:05 P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

Items for Deliberation:
· Hiring of a Part-time Clerk – Council will conduct additional interviews at the March 7, 2019 regular Council Meeting.  All Council members are urged to stop at the Borough office to review resumes and make suggestions on persons to interview.
· Hiring a Police School Resource Officer – a part-time officer with the Berlin Police Department is needed as a School Resource Officer at Berlin Brothersvalley Schools.
Motion by Thomas W. Jones and seconded by John Harding to advertise in the Daily American for candidates for the Berlin Police Department as a school resource officer working approximately 25 hours per week.
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

· Appointment of Executive Borough Secretary
RESOLUTION NO. 02212019-01 – Appointing an Executive Borough Secretary
WHEREAS, Section 1111 of the Pennsylvania Borough Code (Pa. Act 43 of 2012) provides for the appointment, by Resolution, of a Borough Secretary.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the appointment of Thomas E. Glessner as Berlin Borough’s Secretary is of record as part of this Resolution pursuant to Section 1111 of the Pennsylvania Borough Code This appointment to become effective upon the receipt of all applicable background check information.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Clifford Horner to adopt Resolution 02212019-01 appointing Thomas E. Glessner as Berlin Borough’s Executive Secretary at an annual salary of $49,000.00 per year contingent on the receipt by the Borough of Berlin of acceptable results of a drug and alcohol test, Pa. Act 34 criminal history check, Federal Act 114 FBI clearance, and Pa. Act 151 child abuse clearance. Details of the compensation package are listed below.

EXECUTIVE BOROUGH SECRETARY 

Summary of Employment Offer

NAME:  THOMAS E. GLESSNER

February 11, 2019

Base Pay:   $49,000.00 per year base pay

Vacation: 

1 week (5 days) after 6 months   

2 weeks (10 days) after 1 year

3 weeks (15 days) after 10 years

1 additional day on the anniversary date of years 11-15 – maximum of 20 days per year 
after 15 years of employment

Sick Days:

5 days (40 hours) for the first six months

10 days (80 hours) for next six months

10 days (80) hours annually per calendar year

Employee can accumulate a maximum total of 30 days (240 hours)

Employee will be paid for any hours accumulated over 30 days (240 hours) at the beginning of each 
calendar year

Employee will be paid in full for all accumulated and unused days/hours of sick pay upon separation of 
employment, no matter the reason or circumstances

Vacation, Holidays, Personal Day, and other Benefits:

Personal Days: 1 day (8 hours) per calendar year – may not be accumulated or carried over from year to 
year.

Paid Holidays: 8 days per year – New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day,
Veteran’s Day, 
First of Pennsylvania Deer Buck Hunting Season, Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas Day

Participation in Borough provided Health Care Benefits (premiums for the following paid in full by the 
Borough): family medical and prescription plan; family vision plan; employee only for dental plan

Other benefits: $15,000 Group Term Life Insurance – employee only (premium paid by the Borough); 
Pension Plan – as per the provisions of the Borough Municipal Retirement Plan for non-uniformed 
employees

Miscellaneous:

Additional Compensation - to be paid on a time and a half basis for hours worked over 40 hours per work 
week (Sunday thru Saturday); or, at the option of the employee, compensatory may be taken or 
accrued on a time and a half basis.

Reimbursed at the current IRS mileage rate when required to use personal vehicle for Borough related travel
 & business

$25.00/stipend per month for personal cell phone use for Borough business

Expenses paid/reimbursed for all Council approved travel
ROLL CALL VOTE

Yes: Barb Zerfoss

Yes: Thomas Fisher                

Yes: John Harding, Jr. 

Abstained: Michael Lottig (due to a potential conflict of interest)
Yes: Thomas W. Jones

Yes: Clifford Horner 
                    

Yes: Charles Rhodes 

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Abstained: 1
Motion Passed 

Resolution 02212019-02 – Appointing Tax Collection Committee Delegates
WHERAS Act 32 § 505(b) requires the governing bodies of school districts, townships, boroughs, and cities that impose an earned income tax to appoint one voting delegate and one or more alternate delegates to be their Tax Collection Committee {TCC) representatives.  The purpose of this resolution is to appoint the required delegates.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Berlin Council to authorize that Thomas E. Glessner is appointed as the Borough of Berlin TCC Primary Voting Delegate, Lori Gindlesperger is appointed as the Berlin TCC First Alternate Voting Delegate, and Cindy Flamm is appointed as the Berlin TCC Second Alternate Voting Delegate to the Act 32 Tax Collection Committee.
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to adopt Resolution 02212019-02 appointing Thomas E. Glessner as the Borough of Berlin Primary Voting Delegate; appointing Lori Gindlesperger as the Borough of Berlin First Alternate Voting Delegate, and Cindy Flamm as the Borough of Berlin Second Alternate Voting Delegate to the Act 32 Tax Collection Tax Collection Committee, effective on March 1, 2019.
ROLL CALL VOTE

Yes:  Barb Zerfoss

Yes: Thomas Fisher  
Yes:  Michael Lottig              

Yes: John Harding, Jr. 

Yes: Thomas W. Jones

Yes: Clifford Horner 
                    

Yes: Charles Rhodes 
Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Resolution 02212019-03 – Appointing Borough Administrative Representative
WHERAS the new borough secretary is Berlin Borough’s administrative representative.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, to authorize the Executive Borough Secretary to serve as Representative to the Somerset County Borough’s Association, Single Point of Contact for American Municipal Power correspondence, and added to the list of authorized check signatures.

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Thomas Fisher to adopt Resolution 02212019-03 appointing Thomas E. Glessner, Executive Borough Secretary, as the Borough of Berlin representative to the Southern Alleghenies Planning & Development Commission Rural Transportation Technical Committee, Representative to the Somerset County Borough’s Association, Single Point of Contact for American Municipal Power (AMP) correspondence, and added to the list of authorized check signatures. All of which become effective on March 1, 2019.
ROLL CALL VOTE

Yes:  Barb Zerfoss

Yes: Thomas Fisher  
Yes:  Michael Lottig              

Yes: John Harding, Jr. 

Yes: Thomas W. Jones

Yes: Clifford Horner 
                    

Yes: Charles Rhodes 
Ayes: 7 

Nays: 0
Motion Passed 

· The Pennsylvania Office of Open Records requires that the borough appoint an Agency Open Records Officer (AORO) as a single point of contact for Right to Know Law Requests.

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to appoint Thomas E. Glessner as Berlin Borough’s Agency Open Records Officer, effective March 1, 2019.

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
· Update of the Berlin Borough Emergency Contact and the Council’s appointment of a Public Information Officer (PIO) to provide a single point of contact for the press during an emergency.

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to appoint Thomas E. Glessner as the Borough of Berlin Emergency contact and Public Information Officer, effective March 1, 2019.
Ayes: 7
Nays:  0
Motion Passed
· Approval of a new Bank for checking accounts
RESOLUTION NUMBER 02212019-04 – Somerset Trust Company
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHECKING ACCOUNTS, PAYROLL ACCOUNTS, CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS, AND SAVINGS ACCOUNTS AT SOMERSET TRUST COMPANY.
BE IT RESOLVED, and it is hereby resolved that the Berlin Borough Council of the Borough of Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, authorizes and ratifies the investment of funds in certificates of deposit, money market accounts, savings accounts and the establishment of checking accounts and payroll accounts at the Somerset Trust Company effective March 1, 2019; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Berlin Borough Council of the Borough of Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, authorizes Borough Council President Charles E. Rhodes, Borough Council Vice-President John Harding, Jr., Borough Council President Pro Tem Thomas L. Fisher, Executive Borough Secretary Thomas E. Glessner, and Borough Treasurer Cindy Flamm (any three of these five) to execute such documents as may be necessary to effect investments and transact business via certificate of deposit, money market accounts, savings accounts, checking accounts, and payroll accounts; and furthermore, only one signature (any one of the five above) is required to transfer Berlin Borough funds from one Berlin Borough account to another Berlin Borough account at the Somerset Trust Company.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to adopt Resolution No. 02212019-04 regarding signatures of certificates of deposit, money market accounts, and establishment of savings accounts, checking accounts, and payroll accounts at Somerset Trust Company effective March 1, 2019. 

ROLL CALL VOTE

Yes: Barb Zerfoss
Yes: Thomas Fisher             
Yes: Michael Lottig      

Yes: John Harding, Jr. 
Yes: Thomas W. Jones 
                    

Yes: Clifford Horner 

Yes: Charles Rhodes 

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

· Approval of a new Bank for checking accounts

RESOLUTION NUMBER 02212019-05 – Contract with Berlin Brothersvalley School District for School Resource Officer
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF BERLIN TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE BERLIN BROTHERS SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUPPLYING A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER THROUGH THE BOROUGH OF BERLIN POLICE DEPARTMENT.
BE IT RESOLVED, and it is hereby resolved that the Berlin Borough Council of the Borough of Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, authorizes and ratifies the contract between the Borough of Berlin and the Berlin Brothersvalley School District whereby the Borough of Berlin will station a member of the Borough of Berlin Police Department in the school district, from time to time, as agreed upon by the Mayor of Berlin and the Superintendent of Schools for the School District, per the terms of the Contract.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this contract will be effective February 18, 2019 and will remain in effect until October 31, 2019, unless the parties agree to terminate or extend the contract. 

Motion by Thomas W. Jones and seconded by John Harding to adopt Resolution No. 02212019-05 approving the contract with the Berlin Brothersvalley School District to place an officer with the Berlin Police Department in the schools as a School Resource Officer as agreed to from time to time by the District School Superintendent and the Mayor of Berlin. 

ROLL CALL VOTE

Yes: Barb Zerfoss
Yes: Thomas Fisher             
Yes: Michael Lottig      

Yes: John Harding, Jr. 
Yes: Thomas W. Jones 
                    

Yes: Clifford Horner 

Yes: Charles Rhodes 

Ayes: 7
Nays: 0
Motion Passed

NOTE:  Council Member John Harding left the meeting at 5:38 p.m.
· PMEA Board of Executive Directors Voting
Motion by Thomas W. Jones and seconded by Michael Lottig for the Borough of Berlin to cast a vote for the following municipalities to the PMEA Executive Board of Directors: Berlin, Chambersburg, Ephrata, Hatfield, Girard, Grove City, Zelienople.
ROLL CALL VOTE

Yes: Barb Zerfoss
Yes: Thomas Fisher             

Yes: Michael Lottig      

Absent: John Harding, Jr. 

Yes: Thomas W. Jones 
                    

Yes: Clifford Horner 

Yes: Charles Rhodes
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
· Committee of the Whole Discussion and Committee Appointments – President Charles Rhodes distributed a list of Committees that listed the Chair Person for each Committee and the other members of those Committees.
· Garbage Service for Jillian Kroon – Secretary Jones stated that he had a phone call from Ms. Kroon requesting that she be allowed resume garbage collection service from the Borough.  The previous account was in Ms. Kroon’s mother’s name and she is now deceased.  Secretary Jones recommended resuming the service effective March 1, 2019, provided that Ms. Kroon filled out the necessary paperwork, switched all utility accounts to her name, and paid a $400.00 security deposit.  The Council directed Secretary Jones to call Ms. Kroon and explain this information to her.  Mr. Harding is also to look into the placement of the dumpster at the Coalfield’s Mini-Mart.
· Council Member Thomas Fisher stated that he had been asked by Center Rock if the Borough would put lids on their garbage dumpster.  President Charles Rhodes directed Councilman John Harding, Chair Person of the Garbage Committee to look into this.
Pending and Unresolved Issues:
1) AMP Summary of wholesale power supply costs for 2018 - the costs for purchased power for 2019 was $56.02/MWh and Berlin purchased 20,477 MWh of energy, an increase of 6.3% over 2017, and 2.2% more than forecast (Secretary Jones distributed copies of the AMP summary of Berlin 2018 Wholesale Power Costs to the Council members). Secretary Jones presented the AMP purchased power invoice for January and pointed out that the Borough received a transmission credit for the 1CP in the amount of $9,676.08.  This will be on each of the 2019 monthly invoices from AMP.
2) Opening alley/street on the south end of Division Street – Solicitor Bradley Allison has not completed his research on this topic.  President Charles Rhodes directed Streets, Sidewalks, Storm Sewer Chair Person Barb Zerfoss to obtain costs estimates for construction costs to open this alley.
3) 18 Financial Disclosure Forms – Council was reminded to turn in their forms before May 1, 2019.
4) F350 Truck, Utility bed, and snow plow quote - Secretary Jones state there are 2 quotes for the truck and 1 for the utility bed, plow, and generator that have not been received.  These are expected by the March 7 regular council meeting.
5) Dumpster Diving Ordinance – Council reviewed the ordinance as drafted by Solicitor Bradley Allison.
Motion by Michael Lottig Fisher and seconded by Clifford Horner advertise the proposed dumpster diving ordinance and to hold a public hearing on Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 6:45 p.m.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Thomas Fisher to change the status of employee Angel Clarke from part-time to full-time, effective February 25, 2019, per the terms of the public works union contract.
Ayes: 6 
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Clifford Horner to adjourn the meeting.

Ayes: 6 
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 P.M.

Note:  The next regularly scheduled monthly Council Meeting is Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.; the next Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, March 21, 2019, beginning at 4:00 p.m. at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.

