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Official and Approved Minutes
BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
December 6, 2018    - 7:00 p.m.
1. The President called the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barb Zerfoss



Present

Thomas L. Fisher             

Present (entered at 7:45 p.m.)
Michael A. Lottig      


Absent
John Harding, Jr. 


Present
Thomas W. Jones 
                    
Present
Mayor Joseph Krause


Present
Clifford E. Horner


Present
Charles E. Rhodes 


Present
Also in attendance were:  Thomas D. Jones, Executive Borough Secretary, and Jr. Council Member Cannon Hay.  
Members of the public:  please see the attached guest registry.
Citizen’s Comments:

The following have asked to address the Council:  no one asked to address Council.
Approval of Minutes:

Minutes of the November 1, 2018 Regular Borough Council Meeting were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 1)
Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by John Harding to approve and accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council held at 7:00 P.M. and dated November 1, 2018.

Ayes:  5
Nays: 0 
Motion Passed
Minutes of the November 15, 2018 Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 2)
Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to approve and accept the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council dated November 15, 2018.

Ayes:  5
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 

President’s Report 
CCIS Activity Report – The CCIS report for November. (Exhibit 3) There were no questions or comments.
Property Maintenance & Building Code Complaints – the Borough received 3 property maintenance complaints during November and one follow-up from October: 1) The septic tank at 606 Orchard Street was reported as leaking/overflowing.  Peggy Parks, the Borough Sewage Enforcement Officer, did an inspection and made some recommendations to correct the problem.   The tank was pumped and downspouts need redirected and a sealed lid needs put on the top of the tank; 2) a tenant complained of mold in the house at 1412 Brubaker Street; 3) unlicensed and uninspected vehicles were parked and for sale at the BTV Motorsports on Broadway Street. Mayor Krause talked to the vehicle’s owner and the property owner to see if either had a business to sell automobiles.  Neither had a license and the vehicles were moved out of the Borough; 4) construction repair work was being done at the Coalfield Mini-Mart on East Main Street.  Secretary Jones did an inspection and suggested to Jeff Miele, the owner, to check to see if a building permit is needed.  A building permit was issued on November 28, 2018. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Joseph G. Krause 
From November 1 to November 30, 2018:
Officers were dispatched for 59 calls.

Officers investigated 8 incidents.  8 of these are now closed.

8 Traffic Stops were conducted.   2 Warnings were issued.  6 Citations were issued.
0 Parking tickets were issued.

0 Non-Traffic citation was issued.
0 Borough Ordinance Violation citation was issued.
1 Person was arrested.
Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to approve and accept the Police Report as presented.
Ayes: 5
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

Administrative Business:
1) Property Maintenance Complaints & Right To Know Law Requests Cost Summary:
The Borough has incurred $262.50 in attorney expenses and $93.75 in Borough employee expenses for a total of $356.25 in addressing Right-to-Know requests and Property Maintenance Complaints for the month of November 2018.  The total year to date is $3,260.00. (Exhibit 4).  Secretary Jones stated that Susan L. Walker has not picked up her RTK Request information and he would be sending her a follow up letter.
2) Treasurer’s Report and Bills: – the reports for November were included in the Council Meeting Packets (Exhibit 5).  There were questions or comments.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to approve the bills and Treasurer’s Report as specified on Exhibits 5.
Ayes: 5
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Old Business:
1) 2019 Proposed Budget- a summary of the proposed Berlin Borough 2019 budget that was tentatively passed in November was available for review by the public at the Borough offices since November 5, 2018.  The budget anticipates $3,076,775 in revenues, $292,000 in major capital expenses, $227,741 in savings to various cash reserve accounts, no borough assessed real estate property taxes for the 4th consecutive year, no increase in utilities or other fees, and at least the same level of services to be provided by the public works, police, electric, refuse, and administrative offices departments.  The Borough has not received any public comments. (Exhibit 6).
Motion by Thomas W. Jones and seconded by Barb Zerfoss accepting and approving the 2019 budget for the Borough of Berlin.
ROLL CALL:

Yes:  Barb Zerfoss          

Absent:  Thomas L. Fisher             

Absent:  Michael A. Lottig      

Yes:  John Harding, Jr. 

Yes:  Thomas W. Jones 
                    

Yes:  Clifford E. Horner

Yes:  Charles E. Rhodes 

Ayes: 5
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 
Ordinance No. 345 establishing the Berlin Borough tax rate for the 2019 calendar year was included with the Council meeting packets for review. (Exhibit 7).  As already stated, the 2019 budget does not anticipate a property tax assessment by the Borough.  Ordinance No. 345 has been drawn up as follows:
ORDINANCE NO. 345

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BERLIN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, FIXING THE TAX RATE FOR THE YEAR 2019.
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, and it is hereby ordained and enacted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Berlin, County of Somerset, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

That a tax be, and the same is hereby levied on all real property within the Borough of Berlin subject to taxation for the fiscal year 2019 as follows:
Tax rate for general purposes, the sum of 0.00 (ZERO) mills on each Dollar of assessed valuation on real property.

That any ordinance, or part of ordinance, conflicting with this ordinance be, and the same is hereby repealed insofar as the same affects this ordinance.

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Clifford Horner adopting Berlin Borough Ordinance No. 345 relative to establishing the real property tax rate for 2019 at 0.00 (Zero) mills.
ROLL CALL:

Yes:  Barb Zerfoss          

Absent:  Thomas L. Fisher             

Absent:  Michael A. Lottig      

Yes:  John Harding, Jr. 

Yes:  Thomas W. Jones 
                    

Yes:  Clifford E. Horner

Yes:  Charles E. Rhodes 

Ayes:  5
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 
2) 2018 Employee Christmas/Appreciation – this is scheduled for Saturday, December 15 at 6:00 p.m. at the Berlin VFW/American Legion.
New Business:
1) Somerset County Community Development Block Grant – the County Commissioners have awarded Berlin $33,985.00 in 2018 CDBG funds for sidewalks and curbs replacement in the 400 and 500 blocks of Diamond Street.  These funds will be available in the Spring of 2019.  Additional funding may be available with 2019 CDBG funds that the County expects to receive.

NOTE: Council Member Thomas Fisher joined the meeting at 7:45 P.M.

2) Office of Open Records Updated Right to Know Request Form and Updated Fee Schedule – the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has updated Right to Know Request Forms and Fee Schedules. (Exhibit 8 & 9). 

Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to adopt the October 15, 2018 Pennsylvania RTKL Fee Schedule and the revised Standard Right-to-Know Law Request Form as shown in Exhibit 8 & 9, effective December 7, 2018, and to remain in effect until subsequent action by Council.

 Ayes:  6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  

3) Children’s Aid Home of Somerset County – the Children’s Aid Home Programs provided care and services to 202 children for 12,916 days this year.  They respectfully request a donation to help with the mission of serving children.

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to donate $100.00 to the Children’s Aid Home Programs of Somerset County.

 Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed  
4) The laptop used by the Borough Secretary is budgeted to be replaced in 2019, however the one he is now using is inoperable and a replacement is required immediately.  Council Member Thomas Jones and Secretary Jones has done some research to determine the best one to purchase.  A Dell Inspirion 15 7000 as quoted is recommended. (Exhibit 10).  An additional municipal discount of $30.00 was given by Dell.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Clifford Horner approving the purchase of a Dell laptop computer, Inspirion Model 15 -7000 as quoted, for $1,548.79.

Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  
5) The Municipal Authority of the Borough of Berlin will be replacing waterlines on Cumberland Street from South Street extending south to approximately the vicinity of the Donald Ziegler property.  It is anticipated that the sidewalks will be dug up and will need to be replaced on the west side of Cumberland Street from South Street to, and including, 138 Cumberland Street, the Max Stone property.  The total length is approximately 227 feet.  The Municipal Authority will replace the sidewalks at no cost to the Borough, most likely in the Spring/Summer of 2019, and will be responsible for those engineering, permitting, and public bid package expenses.   Kevin Yoder from AEG, LLC has submitted a preliminary plan. (Exhibit 11)
Motion by Thomas Fisher and second by Thomas W. Jones approving the hiring of AEG, LLC for engineering services for the west side of Cumberland Street curb replacement project from South Street extending south along Cumberland Street to the south driveway of the Max Stone property (138 Cumberland Street) per the quote and preliminary engineering drawing submitted (AEG project #0142.11) for $8,250.00.

Ayes: 6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  
6) Every year the Council provides a one-time payment to all full and part time employees for the Christmas holiday season.

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Clifford Horner approving that the Borough of Berlin provide a $150.00 payment to each full-time Berlin Borough employee and a $100.00 payment to each part-time employee for the upcoming Christmas holiday in appreciation of their service to the Borough of Berlin.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 
7) Joe Bingman at 306 South Street has made an inquiry about an alley off the south end of Division Street.  This alley is laid out on the Borough streets maps and plans but has never been opened.  Mr. Bingman is requesting that the alley be opened so that he will have access to his property from Division Street.  The Borough Council received a letter dated August 11, 2017 from some of the adjoining property owners stating that they use this alleyway from time to time and requesting that it remain available for use by the land owners.  Mr. Bingman stated that he might be willing to share some of the costs to put remove the grass and put shale, and maybe some asphalt, on the alley.  Council directed Secretary Jones to send letters of notice about opening the alley to all affected adjoining property owners and then to report back the results to Council.
8) Establishing a Rental Property Inspection Program – Secretary Jones handed out information from the PSAB on a rental property inspection program for Council to review.  More research will be done on this topic and it will be revisited during early 2019.
9) Establish Historical Significance Areas in Berlin – Council Member Thomas W. Jones presented some information and polled members of Council to see if there was any interest.  Council directed Council Member Jones and Thomas Fisher to proceed and gather additional information on the steps that need taken to get historical designation.  Secretary Jones will check with Bedford about their historical district.
10) Friends of the family of Grayson Gumbert, parents Joel Gumbert and Laken Tressler, are having a basket party benefit to help defray medical bills, travel expenses, lodging, etc.  Grayson was diagnosed with Stage 3 Hepatoblastoma, a rare form of liver cancer.  The benefit is planned for Saturday, February 16, 2019 at the Berlin Community Building.  They have asked Council to waive the rental fees for the Community Building.

Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by John Harding to waive the rental fees for the Berlin Community Building for the Grayson Gumbert Basket party benefit.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed 
11)  Borough Council Regular Monthly Meeting Schedule for 2019 - Under provisions in the Pennsylvania Borough Code, Council meetings must be advertised in advance so that the public has enough notice of meeting times, dates, and location. 

Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Thomas Fisher setting the monthly regular Council meetings for year 2019 for the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 P.M. at the Borough Offices Conference Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, PA, specifically January 3rd, February 7th, March 7th, April 4th, May 2nd, June 6th, July 11th, August 1st, September 5th, October 3rd, November 7th, and December 5th.  Secretary Thomas Jones is authorized to advertise these dates in the Somerset Daily American.
Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Passed

12) Borough Council Committee of the Whole Monthly Meeting Schedule for 2019 - Under provisions in the Pennsylvania Borough Code, any Council committee meetings, workshops, hearings, or deliberations where a quorum of the Council is present must be advertised in advance, so that the public has enough notice in advance of meeting times, dates, and location.  The Berlin Council Committee of the Whole Meetings have been held on the third Thursday of the month at 4:00 p.m.  President Rhodes recommended that the Council Committee of the whole meet on the third Thursday of every month at 4:00 p.m. at the Borough Offices Conference Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, PA, except the July meeting will be held on July 25th. 

Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Thomas Fisher setting the monthly Council Committee of the Whole meetings for year 2019 for the third Thursday of every month at 7:00 P.M. at the Borough Offices Conference Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, PA, except for July.  The dates specifically are January 17th, February 21st, March 21st, April 18thh, May 16th, June 20th, July 25th, August 15th, September 19th, October 17th, November 21st, and December 19th.  Secretary Thomas Jones is authorized to advertise these dates in the Somerset Daily American.
Ayes: 6
Nays:0

Motion Passed
13) Secretary Jones reported that Somerset County Commissioner John Vatavuk nominated him, and he was elected to serve on the board of the Southern Alleghenies Planning & Development Commission Rural Transportation Technical Committee (RTTC).  The role of the RTTC is to provide technical advice, assistance, and recommendations to the Rural Transportation Coordinating Committee in carrying out the responsibilities of the Southern Alleghenies Rural Planning Organization.  Secretary Jones was also asked for permission to be considered for an appointment to the Pennsylvania Municipal Electric Association (PMEA) Board of Directors for 2019.
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to recess to executive session.
Ayes:6
Nay: 0
Motion Passed  

At 8:57 P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Executive Session 
Motion by Thomas Fisher and seconded by Thomas W. Jones to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
At 9:33 P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

Motion by Clifford Horner and seconded by Thomas W. Jones establishing and setting the following administrative wages for employees of the Borough of Berlin for the year 2019, effective January 1, 2019:


Executive Borough Secretary Thomas D. Jones - $2,500.00 bonus; and a 3% raise

Borough Treasury Cindy Flamm

- $1,500.00 bonus; and a 3% raise


Clerk Tammy Werner



- $750.00 bonus and a $1.00 per hour raise


Part Time Laborer 



- Increase from $11.00/hour to $11.50/hour

Seasonal Laborer



- Increase from $10.00/hour to $10.50/hour


Crossing Guards



- increase from $20.00/hour to $22.00/hour

ROLL CALL:

Yes:  Barb Zerfoss          

Yes:  Thomas L. Fisher             

Absent:  Michael A. Lottig      

Yes:  John Harding, Jr. 

Yes:  Thomas W. Jones 
                    

Yes:  Clifford E. Horner

Yes:  Charles E. Rhodes 

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Thomas Fisher to adjourn this Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council at 9:46 P.M.

Ayes: 6
Nays: 0
Motion Passed
Note:  The next regular meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, January 3, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m., and the next scheduled meeting of the Berlin Borough Council Committee of the Whole is scheduled for 4:00 p.m., Thursday, December 20, 2018 at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.
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Executive Borough Secretary 
December 6, 2018
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