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APPROVED AND OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE  BERLIN BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
August 1, 2019    - 7:00 p.m.________________________________________
1. The President calls the meeting to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

ROLL CALL

Barbara Zerfoss
Present




Thomas L. Fisher        
Absent   



Michael A. Lottig      
Present





John Harding, Jr. 
Present




Thomas W. Jones 
Present
        




Mayor Joseph Krause

Absent




Clifford E. Horner
Present




Charles E. Rhodes 
Present



Also, in attendance is Thomas E. Glessner, Executive Borough Secretary.
Executive Session proposed time. _________

Members of the public: Please sign the Guest Registry: Copy in file.
The following have asked to address the Council: 
Scott Landis – High Street – Truck sign - Scott presented the incident and the estimate amount of $780 and trucker said there were no signs restricting trucks.  Scott explained the # of times 5-this summer, and the trucks have destroyed his property.

Council approved the purchase of 2-NO TRUCKS signs.
Ben Scheller – Alley Petition – Was not present  
Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the July 11, 2019 Regular Borough Council Meeting were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 1)
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding to approve and accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council held at 7:00 P.M. and dated July 11, 2019.

Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
Minutes of the July 18, 2019 Committee of the Whole meeting of the Berlin Borough Council were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 2)
Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to approve and accept the minutes of the Berlin Borough Council Committee of the whole Meeting of the held at 4:00 P.M. dated July 18, 2019.
Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
Minutes of the July 26, 2019 Special Committee meeting of the Berlin Borough Council were forwarded for review with the Council meeting packets. (Exhibit 3)
Motion by Cliff Horner and seconded by Barb Zerfoss to approve and accept the minutes of the Berlin Borough Council Committee Special Meeting held at 4:00 P.M. dated July 26, 2019.

Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
President’s Report 
Census 2020 – One of the most effective ways to encourage people to be counted is from borough leaders.  

CCIS Activity Report – CCIS report for July 2019. 
Has not been received 
Property Maintenance & Building Code Complaints – 
Harvey Brandt – July 30,2019 fined $50.00 for code violation - 104 Orchard St. #5.
Rhonda Brandt – violation will be heard in different courthouse.

Susan Bracken – July 30,2019 fined $50.00 for code violation –1911 Broadway. 
All will be given another letter in 15 days and citation in 30 days if not rectified.

Are there any questions or comments? 
 Mayor’s Report: Mayor Joseph G. Krause 
From July 1through July 31, 2019: No Report. 

Sign requested for High street – NO TRUCKS. Council agreed to purchase signs.
Committees:

FIRE & POLICE COMMITTEE – Thomas Fisher (Chair)
1. Fire Siren – Parts to be received week of 8/12 to prepare units.

2. Fire Siren – Move siren off the roof at BTV and place on Pole.   

3. Fire Siren – Move siren off Wills garage roof and set new Pole.  

GARBAGE COMMITTEE – John Harding – (Chair) 
1. New Dumpsters to be received on 08/01/2019 to replace at Meadow View.
2. Monitoring of dumpster and review of Camera activity reduced.

a. Amount of garbage on weekends still heavy – Less Demo Material. 

If agreed 30-day notice needed to remove dumpsters for the weekend.
HOUSE COMMITTEE – Thomas W. Jones – (Chair)  
1. Door for maintenance building installed July 30, 2019.

2. Security Camera systems – Working on Fiber connections. 

3. Electronic recycling location, Date and Time.

4. Backup system of computers – agreement.

5. Welcome Sign – repairs.

Chad – has cleaned and painted 4 small doors at JVS – scheduled for Saturday October 25th Pickup at the borough office.  Computer information to be provided and to advertise.
Welcome sign – Down and in the office   2-options to replace.

1 Current 4-bolts replace sign with 6 bolts to stabilize.


2 Put a backing on the sign to stabilize sign.  


Resident inquired if there was a guarantee on the sign from the manufacturer


It is know that the faulty installation only using 4 bolts is cause of warping. 
ELECTRIC & EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE – Michael Lottig – (Chair) 

Generator Update – Report has not been received.  

Current CP’s listed by Zone – See Schedule listed below.
	ZONE
	2019 Peak Load Thru 7/21/19
	Date
	Hour Ending EPT
	2018 Peak 

	AEP
	22,514
	1/31/2019
	8
	22,739 

	FE
	12,571
	7/19/2019
	16
	12,825 

	APS
	9,596 
	1/31/2019
	8
	9,342 

	PPL
	7,939 
	1/31/2019
	8
	7,681 

	DUKE
	5,020 
	7/11/2019
	16
	5,195

	DELMARV
	4,098 
	7/21/2019
	18
	4,002 

	DAYTON
	3,246 
	7/19/2019
	15
	3,337 

	METED
	2,922
	7/19/2019
	19
	3,028

	PENELEC
	3,015 
	7/19/2019
	19
	2,997 


1. Penelec – recorded 1CP on 7/19/2019. (exhibit 4)
2. Power Secure William Moran requested information on all non-retail BTM generators by PJM as part of their compliance with their Reliability Assurance Agreement.    

3. Need to pull our own cable from switch box to Generator. Fiber connection issues to be confirmed by Tom G.  
4. The generators have received MINOR scheduled maintenance on 7/29 -7/31.  One circulator pump for heater is scheduled to be replaced.

5. Old utility truck schedule to advertise for bid in the next week. – Confirm bid opening date of of September 5, 2019
After discussion the suggestion was made to install additional switches.
Direction to address painting of crosswalks-Tom G notified Chad.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding to approve and advertise for BID now with the construction to begin after permit is received for Cumberland Street. 
Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
PERSONNEL & FINANCE COMMITTEE – Clifford Horner- (Chair)
1. Property Maintenance Complaints & Right to Know Law Requests Cost Summary:
a. One RTK request received, 30-day extension requested.  

b. Time spent on Property Maintenance Complaints and Issues total cost of $0.00 for the month of July 2019.  The total year to date for 2019 is $2310.00.
2. First National Bank  
a. Refuse, Electric, and Payroll Accounts will be closed in August.

b. General account required to stay open until November 2019.
3. Somerset Trust Bank 
a. ZERO balance account – establish $1,000 balance to cover NSF. 
4. Treasurer’s Report and Bills: – The reports for July 2019 have been included in the Council Meeting Packets (Exhibit 5,6).
Are there any questions or comments? 

Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by Cliff Horner to approve the bills and Treasurer’s Report as specified for July 2019 on Exhibit 5 & 6.
Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
STREETS, STORM SEWERS & SIDEWALK – Barb Zerfoss (Chair)
1. Street paving for 2019 Bid.

a. Resolution to be completed and accepted.
Motion by Michael Lottig and seconded by John Harding to approve the Resolution and notification of Bid by company New Enterprise in the amount of $99,995.40.  Exhibit 7.
Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
b. Cassel Street additional street paving minimal – 50’ x 14’ Approval. Near Don Custer – approved.
c. Required manhole, water line and drains – quote requested.
2. Cumberland Street Update.

a. Sidewalk and curb - application has been sent – 5th review returned from PennDOT. (1) pole still needs to be set at the corner of south Street – outage required 6-8 hours. 
b. AD for Bid was to be placed on 6/14/2019, should AD be placed with verbiage for delayed Construction until approval of permit.

c. Bidding expected within 15-30 days after permit.
3. Columbia Gas Street project update.

a. Application for PHASE II has been requested on 07/22/2019.

b. NPL – Projected Main Street completed by 08/09/2019.

c. Cross walk – PennDOT requires to be placed at 13th Avenue.
d. Columbia Gas requires new cost estimate – Tom G.  
e. Driveway permit required for 1311 E Main St.- Call resident. Driveway permit not required – resident has family issues and cannot deal with access issues.
4. Street committee meetings weekly to address requirements on Main Street.
a. Main Street – Meeting with PennDOT on August 13, 2019.
b. Water line connections are being documented for Main St. connections. 

c. Stormwater runoff on sidewalks and storm drains to be addressed.

d. Funding for water lines-AEG to provide cost estimate.
5. Street - shoulder repairs.
a. Broderick and Brubaker stormwater drainage on Road (Rebuild shoulder) 
b. Broderick St stormwater drain project – discussion.
6. East Main Street – Project

a. DCED – Grant request submitted 07/31/2019. 

Repairs approved to Broderick street. 
Repairs to Brubaker stormwater drainage on road – requires cost analysis – Tom G to complete.  
Motion by Barb Zerfoss and seconded by Thomas Jones to approve to Vacate the proposed unnamed alley running east and west from Bingman home to 4th avenue with the property being divided to adjoining property owners by 8’ or equally.
Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
Cliff Horner – made suggestion to add a Flagpole near the stone at the entrance to Town.  Need approval from property owner.  Cliff to speak to the church.  Discussion about the light and if the rocks were moved and light inside and mulch would be easier to mow around. 
The Junior council member is scheduled for interview.
Executive Session 

There are contractual and personnel matters that Council needs to discuss privately.
Motion by _________ and seconded by _________ to recess to executive session.
Ayes: __
Nays: __
Motion: ________ 

At _____ P.M.  the council adjourned to executive session to review and discuss agency business which, if conducted in public, would violate a lawful privilege or lead to the disclosure of information or confidentiality protected by law, including matters related to the initiation and conduct of investigations of possible or certain violations of the law and quasi-judicial deliberations.
Motion by _________ and seconded by _________ to reconvene the regular meeting.

Ayes: __
Nays: __
Motion: _________  

At _____P.M., the council reconvened the regular meeting.

Motion by John Harding and seconded by Michael Lottig to adjourn this Meeting of the Berlin Borough Council at _8:16__ P.M.

Ayes: _6_

Nays: _0_

Motion:  Carried_ 
Note:   The next regular meeting of the Berlin Borough Council is scheduled for Thursday, September 5, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m., and the next scheduled meeting of the Berlin Borough Council Committee of the Whole is scheduled for 4:00 p.m., Thursday, August 15, 2019 at the Berlin Borough Council Conference/Meeting Room, 700 North Street, Berlin, Pennsylvania.

